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Our Mission
Founded in 1969, The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, a non profit corporation, collects, 
preserves and display examples of mechanical ingenuity and crafts associated with the early 
days of the American farm and rural community.  The Museum offers educational and recreational 
opportunities to the public though exhibit, demonstrations, activities and programs displaying the 

art of invention fulfilling necessity.  Acknowledging the past provides direction for the future.  
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The Next Submission Deadline is 
June 10th.

The	Ignitor	is	published	
Six	times	per	year:
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July/August

September/October
November/December

Publication copy deadline is the 10th day of 
December, February, April, June, August, 

and October at 5:00 p.m. PST 

Please e-mail 
agsemoffice@gmail.com	your	articles	but	we	
have	 the	 right	 to	 edit	 for	 content	 and	 space	

allotment. 

The	Ignitor	Ads	consisting	of	text	for	antique	
equipment	 &	 parts	 ONLY	 are	 FREE	 to	
Members.		All	other	member	&	non-member	
ads	are	$200	for	full	page,	$100	for	1/2	page,	
$50	for	1/4	page,	$25	for	business	card	size	
ads	per	issue.		Six	(6)	pre-paid	business	card	
size	ads	maybe	purchased	for	the	price	of	four	
(4).		All	free	ads	will	run	one	issue	only	unless	

renewed	by	member	in	writing.	
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Upcoming Events 

2019
May 11 - Bagels and Coffee with the Director
May 18 - Board Meeting/Parts Exchange and Docent 
Training for Clock & Watch Exhibit

June 15 & 16 - Spring Tractor Show, Clock Mini 
Mart
June 22 & 23 - Spring Tractor Show

July 20 - Board Meeting/Parts Exchange
July 28 - Auction

August 3 - Classic BBQ Event
August 16, 17, & 18 - Summergrass
August 23 - Nights in the Boiler Room

September 21 - Board Meeting/Parts Exchange

October 5 & 6 - Fiber Arts Fiesta,Gem & Mineral 
Show
October 19 & 20 - Fall Tractor Show
October 26 & 27 - Fall Tractor Show

November 10 - Auction
November 16 & 17 - Civil War

December 21 - Board Meeting

Notice: Dumpster 
One	of	the	biggest	expenses	of	the	Museum	
is	our	dumpster…	Please	help	us	keep	our	
cost	down	by	not	bringing	your	trash	from	
home...	especially	your	hazmat.		With	our	
security	grant	we	have	been	able	to	see	
where some of the “unknown” contributions 
have	come	from	and	it’s	never	fun	to	get	that	
call	from	staff	that	you	have	been	caught	
helping	us	fill	it.		Thank	you.	 

2019 Board of Trustees

Cruisin’ Grand
Tractor	Night
August	16th

4	p.m.	to	10	p.m.

Juniper	&	Grand	Ave,	Escondido	CA

For	more	information,	contact	Dale	White	at	
(760) 703-7421



Yeah	it’s	not	raining!!!	I	have	so	much	I	want	to	share	
with	all	you	so	please	bare	with	me	for	this	issue…There	
is	a	lot	going	on	at	the	Museum	right	now	with	work	
projects:	Grist	Mill	 exhibit	 building,	 Saw	Mill,	 entry	
clean	 up,	 restroom	 remodel,	 garden	 clean	 up,	HOLA	
exhibit,	Spinners	Cottage,	Gas	Engine	Row	shuffle	and	
so	much	more.	How	do	we	get	this	all	done?	One	word	
VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteers	are	AMAZING!

Volunteers run our classes, exhibit our collection, run 
food	service,	help	plan	the	future	of	the	Museum	and	
help	with	day	to	day	maintenance	of	the	Museum.	We	
are	looking	for	more	volunteers!	I	would	like	to	invite	
anyone	who	would	like	to	learn	more	about	volunteering	
to	join	me	and	my	staff	for	bagels	and	coffee	on	May	
11th	at	10am	 in	 the	Assembly	Building.	 I	only	asked	
two	 things	 to	 join	 us	 #1	please	RSVP	 to	me	 through	
email	 (agsemdirector@gmail.com)	or	by	phone	 (442-
204-1003)	so	 that	I	can	plan	for	seating	and	#2	bring	
your	calendar	as	we	will	have	signups	for	events	and	
projects	occurring	in	June,	July	&	August.	

Some	of	the	areas	we	are	looking	for	volunteers	to	help	
with are:

Admission	booth	during	events
Gift	Shop:	organizing,	cleaning,	events

Food	Service:	set	up,	working	during	events,	clean	up
	Library/Archives:	working	with	Curator

 Docents for Education Tours
	Office	help:	mailings,	scanning,	prepping	for	events
Beautification	projects:	painting,	gardening,	exhibit	
cleaning,	small	building	project,	demolition	projects.

Director’s Report 
By: Ashley Jaques

We	welcome	 all	 ages	 and	 whole	 families!	 For	 those	
of	you	who	don’t	really	know	me	I	meet	my	husband	
(Dan)	 here,	 he	 had	 been	 a	 member/volunteer	 since	
1995	before	I	started	working	here	in	2000.	Our	5	year	
old	 daughter	 (Ally)	 and	 11	 year	 old	 son	 (Lee)	 have	
even	come	out	to	volunteer	assisting	in	hand	stamping,	
stuffing	envelopes	and	picking	up	 trash.	Some	of	our	
Board	Members	 have	been	here	 from	a	young	 age…	
President,	 Jake	Williams	 interned	here	 in	high	school	
through	Guajome	Park	Academy	and	Treasurer,	Travis	
Durst	 literally	grew	up	here	as	his	grandparents	were	
live on attendants. 

We	have	generations	of	families	like	the	Critz	family…	
Grandpa	(Bob	Critz),	Dad	(Robert	Critz)	and	the	Boyz	
(Wyatt,	Clayton,	Landon	&	Dustin).	The	Fraser	Family	
(John,	 Scott	 &	 Mike	 and	 their	 wives	 and	 children).	
We have husbands and wives with different interests: 
Christine	 Sheppard	 is	 a	 weaver	 and	 her	 husband	
Kenneth	Sheppard	is	part	of	the	Machine	Shop…	Jack	
Burns is a tractor driver and his wife Teresa volunteers 
in food service. We also have ones who love to work 
alongside	 each	 other	 when	 they	 are	 volunteering	 too	
…	 like	 Beth	Holmberg	&	 Sarah	 Elkind	 (blacksmith/
wheelwright)	 and	 Peder	 &	 Ginny	 Oddgard	 (food	
service/flower	fields)	and	Denny	&	Susie	Carlson	(Jack	
of	all	Trades).	The	thing	I	love	most	about	our	Museum	
is	there	is	truly	something	for	everyone	to	enjoy.

THANK	YOU	…	THANK	YOU	…	THANK	YOU…	
to	all	of	you	who	help	us	make	this	place	what	it	is.

Office	 wise…	 We	 have	 a	 new	 Museum	 baby!	
Congratulations	 to	 Events	 Coordinator	 Chantal	
Downing	on	the	arrival	of	her	son	Remy.	Remy	made	
an	early	arrival	on	big	sisters	Robin’s	birthday,	March	
10th.	We	can’t	wait	to	meet	Remy!



Since	the	last	issue	we	have	transferred	the	Cletrac	M2	
to	March	Field	Air	Museum	in	Riverside	County.	What	
a	perfect	home	for	it!	Museum	Director,	Jeff	Houlihan,	
and	Greg	Stathatos	from	B-17	Archaeology	were	onsite	
for	the	loading	of	the	Cletrac	along	with	a	Tom	Cruise	
impersonator	for	some	fun	promotional	photos.	Thank	
you	 to	 Virgil	White	 and	 Dan	 Jaques	 for	 assisting	 in	
loading	the	crawler.

We	have	had	lots	of	committee	meetings	…	Membership,	
Education,	 Events,	 Fundraising,	 Collection	 and	 Sign	
Committee…	There	really	hasn’t	been	a	day	that	I	don’t	
see committee members or at least talk to them about 
ideas	or	projects.	A	big	one	going	on	right	now	is	the	
Sign	Committee	as	we	are	getting	ready	to	install	some	
new	 signage	 on	 the	 grounds	 right	 ahead	 of	 the	 June	
Antique	 Engine	 &	 Tractor	 Show.	 Museum	 Curator,	
Emily	Tipton	is	the	chair	of	the	committee	which	has	
been	busy	setting	signage	priories,	style	and	verbiage.

At	the	last	board	meeting	in	March	the	board	approved	
building	 two	 small	 expansions	 to	 the	Grist	Mill.	The	
Grist	Mill	is	always	a	popular	“hidden”	exhibit	during	
events.	I	got	a	crazy	idea	of	moving	the	existing	building	
from	its	location	across	from	the	office	to	in	front	of	the	
Farmhouse	and	talked	to	Virgil	about	it.	Reasoning?	A	
couple,	 one,	 visitors	 always	 come	 into	 the	Gift	 Shop	
during	 show	 and	 ask	 where	 it	 is.	 Normally	 there	 is	
something	 parked	 in	 front	 of	 it	 and	 they	 can’t	 really	
see	 the	sign	so	I	 thought	 it	would	get	more	visibility.	
Second,	 wouldn’t	 it	 be	 neat	 to	 see	 Virgil	 and	 crew	
grinding	the	flour	and	corn	meal	and	then	walking	into	
the	Farmhouse	and	see	the	ladies	cooking	with	it?	That	
would	make	me	 turn	 around	and	make	 sure	 I	 bought	
some	 to	 take	 home.	Now,	why	 the	 expansions?	Well	
there	are	other	pieces	of	equipment	inside	the	Museum	
building	that	are	milling	examples	and	what	better	place
to	 exhibit	 them	 then	 with	 the	 Grist	 Mill.	 It	 is	 also	
allowing	 us	 to	 open	 up	 room	 inside	 the	 Museum	
Building	to	create	new	exhibits	in	the	near	future.	Take	
a	look	at	all	the	pictures	of	mill	moving	and	the	start	of	
the	new	floors.

On	March	8	th	Travis	Durst,	Dan	Jaques,	John	Alling	
and	Megan	went	to	Valley	Center	Ag	Days	to	exhibit
for	 their	 farm	program.	They	had	prepped	for	around	
600	 school	 children,	 they	 lost	 count	 but	 there	 were	

way	 more	 than	 that.	
John took his Titan 
tractor, Travis took a 
3HP	 Wonder	 engine	
and Dan took the John 
Deere	 engine	 that	
makes ice cream. 10 
gallon	 of	 ice	 cream	
later	 they	 journeyed	
back	 down	 the	 grade	
tired	from	a	 long	day.	
Thank	you!

Event wise so far we 
wrapped	up	the	trio	of	

Table	Top	Auctions	on	March	23rd;	 our	 next	 auction	
will	be	July	28	th	down	in	the	campground.	If	you	have	
anything	you	would	like	to	consign	for	auction	please	
contact	 Chantal	 at	 agsemevents@gmail.com.	 Flower	
Fields	is	running	full	steam	ahead	with	May	12th	being	
the	last	day.	Thank	you	to	all	the	dedicated	volunteers!

Our	next	biggest	event	coming	up	is	the	June	Antique	
Engine	&	Tractor	Show…	we	are	asking	everyone
to	 complete	 their	 exhibiting	 and	 camping	 forms	 via	
USPS	(see	enclosed)	or	via	 the	website,	www.agsem.
com.	You	may	also	pre-fill	out	your	parade	registration	
online	 and	 starting	 May	 1st	 you	 may	 pre	 purchase	
camping	and	admission	tickets	online.

If	your	area	has	something	exciting	you	are	working	on	I	
would	love	to	see	it.	Drop	me	an	email	(agsemdirector@
gmail.com)	or	give	me	a	call	(442-204-1003)	so	I	can	
try	and	stop	by.	I	have	gotten	to	see	quite	a	bit	of	things	
going	on	since	the	last	issue	from	members	letting	me	
know	about	projects	they	have	wrapped	up.	See	you	all	
in	June!

Bagels & Coffee 
with the Director!
May	11th	at	10	a.m.
Assembly	Building

Topic:	Volunteer	Projects	for	June,	July,	and	
August.

~	RSVP	agsemdirector@gmail.com	~



	Hi	folks!	Seems	like	the	rains	are	behind	us,	which	is	
probably	 a	 good	 thing,	 because	 event	 season	 is	 upon	
us.		As	I	write	this	we	have	one	contingent	of	volunteers	
loading	engines	to	represent	our	museum	at	the	Tulare	
show,	 and	 another	 crew	 is	 assembling	 an	 exhibit	 for	
Gaslight	Gathering	in	San	Diego.		On	top	of	all	of	this	
the	Flower	Fields	are	still	churning	along.

All	of	this	takes	the	efforts	of	Museum	members.		Week	
to	 week	 and	month	 to	 month	 I	 notice	 that	 it	 always	
seems to be the same crew.  The same handful of folks 
who	work	and	sweat	alongside	each	other	to	keep	our	
museum	moving	 forward.	 	We	 have	 over	 a	 thousand	
members.		Surely	there	is	a	place	here	for	everybody.		
Being	 a	 volunteer	 doesn’t	 have	 to	 mean	 being	 a	
mechanic or a tractor driver.  

Do	you	like	planting	and	landscaping?		Do	you	enjoy	
research	and	writing?	 	How	about	simply	 talking	and	
interacting	 with	 visitors.	 	All	 of	 these	 are	 important	
niches	to	fill	as	well.		If	yours	is	a	face	we	don’t	normally	
see,	I	encourage	you	to	come	out	and	spend	some	time	
with	us.		You	might	just	make	some	new	friends!

Switching	 gears	 now...	 Can	 I	 say	 a	 few	words	 about	

pallets?		As	I	walk	the	grounds	I	am	constantly	seeing	
stray	pallets	in	the	strangest	of	places.		Pallets,	and	for	
that	 matter	 fuel	 cans,	 empty	 oil	 bottles,	 rags,	 hoses,	
tools,	and	the	list	goes	on.		I	deeply	appreciate	all	the	
efforts	of	our	members,	but	when	a	project	is	finished	it	
is	very	important	that	we	clean	up	after	ourselves.		The	
museum	is	open	to	the	public	seven	days	a	week,	and	
it’s	very	important	that	we	put	our	best	foot	forward	for	
our visitors.

It	is	also	important	to	remember	that	we	do	not	own	the	
land	we’re	situated	on.		The	property	is	leased	from	the	
county	of	San	Diego,	and	we	need	to	be	sure	we’re	in	
compliance	with	their	mandates	as	well.		

On	a	happier	note,	the	Gas	Engine	Row	crew	has	been	
making	excellent	 strides	 toward	 setting	 the	Fairbanks	
Type	R	in	its	new	home.		This	engine	will	be	a	real	head	
turner,	and	I’m	sure	the	machine	shop	guys	will	be	glad	
to see it somewhere besides in front of their door.

We’ve	also	recently	received	the	donations	of	a	small	
steam	boiler	mounted	on	a	trailer	with	an	engine,	steam	
pump,	 and	 some	other	 items.	 	With	 some	 fresh	paint	
and a little TLC, this will make an excellent addition to 
our	roving	exhibits.

Lots	going	on,	and	the	June	show	is	only	nine	weeks	
away.		Hope	to	see	you	soon!

President’s Report  
By: Jake Williams

Why chasers are called chasers
By Jim Kirkes

The	Weather	has	made	most	progress	on	any	of	our	
outside	endeavors	petty	much	impossible	except	for	
some	of	the	smaller	things.		Some	of	the	big	engine	
moving	projects	have	come	to	a	complete	halt	and	
will	not	resume	until	the	ground	becomes	firm	enough	
to	support	heavy	loads.		I	usually	try	to	write	about	
something	that	is	happening	around	the	Museum	and	
I	am	now	getting	pinched	between	something	to	write	
about	and	the	Ignitor	deadline.		So	Here	is	something	
very	different	for	your	reading	pleasure.

A	chaser	is	the	cutting	tool	that	is	used	in	a	variety	of	
of	fixtures	that	hold	the	cutting	tool.		As	a	matter	of	
explanation	a	fixture	is	something	that	holds	either	the	
part	or	the	cutting	tool	while	a	jig	is	something	that	
guides	the	cutting	tool.	

A chaser in a sharpening fixture



1 of 4 Chasers for a pipe threader

On	GER	we	have	a	Ridgid	pipe	threading	machine	
that	we	have	used		to	thread	all	of	the	air	pipe	that	runs	
around	the	place.		This	is	a	very	handy	machine	that	
we	would	greatly	miss.		The	cutting	tools	or	chasers	
in	a	machine	like	this	don’t	last	forever.		At	one	time	I	
decided that  the best solution for dull chasers would 
be	to	buy	some	new	ones.		New	chasers	go	from	about	
about	$75.00	to	$130.00,	not	a	killing	price	but	not	
cheap	either.		These	cutters	can	be	be	easily	sharpened	
if	their	is	something	to	hold	them	at	the	right	angle.

Now	getting	back	to	why	chasers	are	called	chasers	we	
have	to	go	back	in	time.		At	least	150	years	ago	and	
maybe	more.		Now	suppose	you	were	in	a	small	out	
in	the	boondocks	railroad	shop.		Most	of	the	tools	in	
a	shop	like	this	would	have	been	hand	tools	with	very	
few	powered	tools.		The	powered	tools	were	probably	
a	large	and	small	drill	press,	a	pedestal	grinder	and	a	
lathe.		Most	lathes	of	that	period	were	not	equipped	to	
cut	threads	so	it	was	done	with	a	held	held	chaser.		A	
chaser	is	a	V	shaped	tool	with	the	point	of	the	V	facing	
out	a	handle	on	it.		It	was	most	likely	made	of	“plow	
steel” this steel had a little carbon in it and could 
be	hardened	by	heating	to	an	orange	heat	and	then	
quenching	in	it	in	water.		This	made	it	hard,	so	hard	
it was brittle so it was “drawn back”.  To draw back 
something	it	was	reheated	to	about	400	degrees	or	
until	it	reached	a	straw	color	and	then	quenched	again.		
The	heating	was	done	on	an	ordinary	blacksmiths	
forge	with	the	only	temperature	control	being	the	color	
and	a	good	eye.		Not	a	very	good	tool	steel	by	today’s	
standards	as	it	did	not	get	very	hard	and	must	have	
had	a	short	life	span.		Today	almosr	any	threading	tool	
with	a	replaceable	cutter	is	called	a	chasrer.

Now	to	cut	the	actual	thread	it	first	needed	to	be	
turned	to	size	and	then	“laid	out”.		First	assume	we	
are	going	to	cut	a	thread	that	is	8	threads	per	inch.		
The	pitch	of	this	thread	would	be	1/8	of	an	inch,	
everything	in	those	days	was	fractional	rather	than	the	
decimal	fractions	of	today.		The	laying	out	process	
went	as	follows.		I	don’t	think	steel	dye	was	invented	
then	but	a	good	cheap	substitute	is	to	mix	up	a	slurry	
of	chalk	dust	and	alcohol.		Apply	a	thin	layer	of	this	
to	the	area	to	be	laid	out	by	putting	on	too	much	and	
the	carefully	wiping	it	of	so	that	only	a	very	thin	layer	
remains.		With	a	sharp	scribe	make	a	series	of	rings	
all	the	way	around	the	part	by	turning	it	slowly	in	the	
lathe	advance	1/8	per	time.	This	would	leave	a	series	

of	rings	around	the	part	1/8	inch	apart.	A	line	was	then	
scribed	horizontally	on	the	part	cutting	the	circle	in	
two.		A	thin	piece	of	stiff	paper	was	wrapped	around	
the	part	so	that		the	start	of		one	circle	went	to	the	end	
of	the	next	one.	This	makes	a	spiral.	A	new	set	of	lines	
were	then	scribed	around	the	part	using	the	stiff	paper	
as	a	guide.

Now with this done the thread could be made.  The 
technique	was	to	lightly	touch	the	surface	of	the	part	
with	a	sharp	cutting	tool	and	“chase”	the	thread	along	
the	spiral	lines.		The	first	pass	took	some	real	skill	as	
all	of	the	rest	of	the	cuts	would	follow	the	first	line	and	
if it had a wobble in it this had to be corrected before 
going	any	farther.

I	did	some	poking	around	on	the	internet	for	chasers	
and	was	surprised	to	find	that	they	are	still	for	sale	by	
an	English	company.		They	are	still	used	to	cut	coarse	
threads	in	wood.		I	don’t	think	you	could	make	a	very	
good	living	selling	chasers		unless	you	also	addded	
buggy	whips	and	rug	beaters	to	your	line	of	products.

Now	that	is	why	chasers	are	called	chasers.	



News from the Blacksmithing Barn
By Chris Branuelas

Level	2	students	have	been	working	on	the	months-long	
project	of	the	level	2	decorative	circular	grille	or	trivet,	
originally	 designed	 by	 Brian	 Brazeal.	 This	 involved	
forging	scrolling	wrenches,	a	scrolling	jig,	and	finally	
using	many	of	 the	 skills	 taught	 throughout	 level	2	 to	
start	forging	the	parts	that	make	up	the	grille	to	fairly	
exacting	dimensions,	using	the	Fibonacci	sequence	as	a	
guide	for	the	shapes	of	the	expanding	scroll-work.	Here	

you	see	one	student’s	progress	bending	an	orange-hot	
tapered	bar	around	his	finished	scrolling	jig.

Another	student	has	completed	two	“C”	scrolls	and	the	
circular	 outer	 circle	 and	 is	 working	 to	 forge	 the	 “S”	
shaped	 scroll	 between	 them.	You	 can	 see	 a	 previous	
example	 grille	 on	 the	 left,	 the	 student’s	 chalk	 “S”	

design,	and	their	grille	in	progress.

Once	 all	 of	 the	 scroll	 work	 has	 been	 formed	 to	 the	
design,	collars	will	be	shaped	to	lock	each	of	the	eight	
contact	 points	 between	 the	 outer	 circle	 as	 well	 as	
between each scroll.

Coming soon! 

One	 of	 our	 students,	 Kelly	 Carle,	 who	 has	 been	 an	
introductory	 blacksmithing	 instructor	 will	 soon	 be	
teaching	 a	 Steer	 Head	 design	 of	 his	 own.	 This	 will	
include	the	tooling	needed	to	forge	the	design	as	well	
as	the	punches	to	create	the	eyes	and	nostrils.

Level 2 Grate Bending

Level 2 Grate Progress

Level 2 Grate Collars

Steer Head



Staff’s Corner

If	I	could	work	in	any	Museum	in	the	world,	I	would	choose	either	the	Getty	Museum	in	Los	Angeles,	or	the	
National	Gallery	of	Ireland.	The	Getty	is	one	of	my	favourite	museums	because	it	is	free	to	the	public	and	
houses	a	vast	and	diverse	collection.	It	was	one	of	the	first	“top	tier”	museums	I	had	ever	visited	and	I	fell	in	
love	with	it	from	the	start!	Art	history	and	genealogy	are	two	passions	of	mine	and	being	of	Irish	descent,	I	
think	that	it	would	be	fun	to	live	in	Ireland	for	a	few	years	and	explore	my	family	history	while	learning	more	
about	art	history	though	working	for	the	National	Gallery	of	Ireland.	I	have	never	visited	Ireland,	but	I	hope	to	
do	so	in	the	near	future!

Emily Tipton, Curator of Collections

If you could work at any Museum in the world where would you work and why?

I	am	someone	who	ALWAYS	has	to	be	doing	something…	I	was	going	to	say	watch	TV	but	I	don’t	even	just	
watch	TV.		I	craft,	clean,	do	laundry	or	paperwork	while	watching	TV.		So	I	am	going	to	say	I	use	photography	
to	“waste”	time	even	though	it’s	not	really	a	waste	of	time	for	me.	It	force	me	to	stop,	put	my	phone	down	and	
focus on the nature around me, it slows me down.  I can sit in the middle of trees and waterfalls and wait for 
hours	for	that	one	perfect	moment	I	want	to	capture.	

Ashley Jaques, Museum Director

What is your favorite thing to do to waste time? ~ Megan Tessicini

My	favorite	event	is	the	Antique	Engine	&	Tractor	Show,	it	was	always	my	favorite	event	to	come	to	with	my	
family	and	I	love	seeing	people	from	all	over	come	to	appreciate	our	collections.	Sometimes	its	still	surprising	
to	me	how	many	kids	have	never	seen	a	tractor	running	before,	so	when	they	do	see	one	pass	by	they	just	light	
up.	The	parade	is	one	of	my	favorite	parts.	Seeing	everyone	ride	through	the	parade,	so	proud	of	their	car	or	
tractor	that	they’ve	worked	so	hard	on,	it	makes	me	proud	to	work	here.	

Megan Tessicini, Administrative Assistant

What Museum event is your favorite and why?



The	WCCWM	depends	entirely	on	volunteers	to	
administer, maintain and show the treasures within.  
One	of	the	most	important	jobs	is	that	of	the	docents	
who	act	as	guides	to	visitors	of	the	museum	and	
oversee	daily	operations.		Docents	are	the	public	
face of the museum, and visitors will remember the 
friendly	assistance	the	docents	provided	long	after	
they	toured	the	exhibits.

If	you	have	a	burning	desire	to	know	more	about	
clocks	and	watches,	or	if	you	want	to	enrich	the	
enjoyment	of	your	own	collection,	here’s	a	great	
opportunity.		We	are	seeking	engaging,	caring	and	
impassioned	timepiece	lovers	to	provide	this	essential	
service	on	the	days	the	museum	is	open.		The	museum	
is	requesting	that	people	who	have	an	interest	take	part	
in	an	upcoming	orientation	presentation	to	prepare	
them	for	this	important	assignment.		You	will	be	
among	the	first	to	see	the	original	San	Diego	County	
Courthouse	clock	–	the	museum’s	latest	acquisition	
and	gain	insights	into	key	items	in	the	collection		No	
previous	experience	is	needed,	and	you	do	not	have	to	
be	a	member	of	the	National	Association	of	Watch	and	
Clock	Collectors.	We	especially	need	people	who	can	

work	on	weekdays	–	even	if	it	is	only	for	a	few	hours.

The	job	offers	many	benefits	including	the	opportunity	
surround	yourself	with	very	special	clocks	and	
watches and to learn more about them.  Even if 
you	are	a	novice,	experienced	museum	members	
will	provide	free	training	to	equip	you	to	do	the	
job.		You	will	wear	the	Official	Genuine	Plastic	
Badge	announcing	to	the	world	that	you	are	docent	
of	the	finest	clock	and	watch	museum	west	of	the			
Mississippi.		You	will	also	meet	some	of	the	nicest	
folks with common interests in clocks and watches 
who	are	eager	to	share	their	knowledge.		Don’t	forget	
the	salary	is	tax	free.

The	orientation	meeting	will	be	at	10	AM	Saturday,	
May	18,	2019.		A	docent	guide	highlighting	some	of	
the	key	exhibits	in	the	collection	will	be	handed	out	
and	discussed.		If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	send	
an	email	expressing	your	interest	to	Marion	Francis,	
mariondanfrancis@gmail.com.		

Museum Overview

Horological Help Wanted:
No Experience Necessary

at the Clock and Watch Museum 



Spring Antique Engine & 
Tractor Show 

From games to demos to a glimpse into the past, we have something for everyone to enjoy! 
 

Antique Tractor Parade ~ Wagon Rides ~ Working Antique 
Equipment Demonstrations ~ Short Track N’ Scale Model Trains ~ Weaving Demonstrations ~ 

Blacksmithing & Wheelwright Shop ~  Food & Snacks ~ Vendor Booths ~  Clock & Watch Museum ~ 
Museum Gift Shop ~ and much more! 

We're Celebrating the Sawmill! 

2040 N Santa Fe Ave - Vista CA 92083 - (760) 941-1791 - www.agsem.com 

Free Parking 

Admission: 
Adults … $10.00 
Seniors … $9.00 

Ages 6-12 … $7.00 
Under 6 … FREE 

Pre-sale group rate available by 
calling the Museum Office 

Camping By Reservation 
$60.00/ per weekend 
For reservations call 

760-941-1791 
or visit www.agsem.com 

On June 15th and 16th, we will also be hosting the Mini Maker Faire!

June 15th & 16th and 22nd & 23rd 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 



The	Short	Track	Railroad	Donner	Pass	Exhibit	(DPE)	
is	a	representation	of	the	Southern	Pacific	Railroad	
route	between	Roseville,	California,	and	Sparks,	
Nevada	(near	Reno),	during	the	period	1955	to	
1975.		We	try	to	recreate	scenes	on	the	layout	as	they	
would	have	appeared	during	this	period,	using	old	
photographs	and	personal	recollections	as	a	guide.		
The	companion	Ntrak	modular	layout	(Ntrak)	is,	on	
the other hand, a fabrication of what each individual 
module owner wanted to build, with the modules 
strung	together	to	represent	fictional	railroad	locations.		
However,	we	try	for	believable	realism	on	Ntrak	to	
complement	the	historical	accuracy	of	the	DPE.		One	
factor	contributing	to	the	realism	on	both	layouts	is	the	
vehicular	traffic	modeled.		

I	recently	had	the	opportunity	to	drive	cross-country	
with	my	sister.		While	she	drove,	I	was	pretty	bored.		
On	the	second	day,	I	recalled	a	hypothesis	postulated	
by	my	friend	and	former	Short	Track	member,	Don	
Fowler,	MMR.		Don	postulated	that	fully	half	the	semi	
tractors	on	the	highway	were	colored	white.		I	was	
skeptical,	so	I	set	out	to	evaluate	this	premise,	with	an	
eye	to	improving	the	realism	of	the	modeled	highway	
portions	of	both	Short	Track	layouts.

My	method	was	unscientific,	but	would	suffice	for	this	
purpose.		I	simply	created	a	grid	on	a	pad	and	labeled	
the blocks with colors.  I started with white, black, and 
red, then added colors as I noticed them.  I counted in 
two	hour	blocks,	along	Interstates	44	and	64	between	
Indianapolis	and	Tulsa,	which	corresponded	to	the	
periods	my	sister	drove.		Today’s	Interstate	highways	
are	fairly	homogenous,	so	I	could	assume	traffic	on	
Interstate 80 would be similar to what I observed.

Now,	all	trucks	may	not	be	a	solid	color.		In	that	case,	
I	selected	what	appeared	to	be	the	predominant	color.		
Many	freight	companies	have	specific	graphics	and/
or	color	combinations	unique	to	that	company.		This	
would	have	been	somewhat	true	during	our	period	as	
well.		Roadway,	with	its	ubiquitous	blue	and	orange	
cabs,	is	an	example	of	this.		

To	be	clear,	I	only	counted	trucks	moving	on	the	
highway	or	interchange	ramps.		I	did	not	include	
those	parked	in	gas	stations,	rest	areas,	or	sales/
salvage	yards	we	passed.		Further,	when	I	encountered	
“clusters”	of	trucks,	the	ones	in	the	far	lanes	may	not	
have	been	identifiable	from	50	or	more	yards	away	
at	a	closing	speed	of	140	miles	per	hour	or	more.		
These	were	not	included	in	my	observations.		Also,	
trees in the median sometimes obscured trucks on the 
eastbound	side	of	the	highway,	and	these	were	omitted	
also.

So, now that I’ve described the exercise, what was 
the	result?		My	friend	Don	was	right!		White	colored	
trucks account for about half the semis on the 
highways.		This	is	a	far	greater	proportion	than	any	
other	color.		In	my	sample	of	1,343	trucks,	there	were	
677	white	ones.		I’ll	admit,	I	was	surprised.		This	
was	fully	50.4%	of	the	total.		The	next	closest	colors	
were	red	(13.5%),	what	I’ll	call	royal	blue	(9.6%),	
black	(7.9%),	burgundy	(6.9%),	gray	(5.1%),	what	I’ll	
call	sky	blue	(3.8%),	with	yellow	(2.4%),	dark	blue	
(2.4%),	and	various	shades	of	purple,	from	a	light	
lavender	to	a	deep	plum	(2.2%),	grouped	fairly	close.		
Gold	came	in	at	4.1%,	but	those	seemed	to	be	mostly	
Volvos	(see	below).		Note	that	color	assignment	
was	purely	subjective,	as	there	were	many	shade	
variations,	particularly	in	the	blue,	green,	and	red	
spectrums.

For	my	purposes,	I	came	up	with	the	following	
Table	1.		I	omitted	gold,	because	the	Volvos	did	not	
exist in our timeframe.  The table below rounds the 
percentages	and	considers	100	trucks.	When	I	counted	
the white cabs, there were 55 semi-trucks on the two 
layouts.		Only	3	had	white	cabs.		

Making Our Highways More Realistic
By Gary Robinson



Once	I	had	completed	the	color	survey,	I	wondered	
about the mix of semi-tractor manufacturers on the 
highway.		I	began	a	similar	survey	of	manufacturers,	
on	Interstates	44	and	40,	from	Tulsa	to	Flagstaff.		I	
started	with	Peterbuilt,	Kenworth,	Freightliner,	and	
International, as I knew all these manufacturers are 
represented	in	scale	models.		I	added	Volvo	and	
Mack	after	observing	many	of	them	on	the	road;	I	
subsequently	determined	that	these	are	also	available.		
(The	incidence	of	Macks	may	be	higher	on	the	East	
Coast,	as	they	are	built	in	Pennsylvania,	and	very	
popular	in	the	East.)		I	did	not	include	White	Western	
Star	until	we	parked	next	to	one	in	a	rest	stop.		It	
turned	out	that	I	may	have	seen	some	of	these	and	
recorded	them	as	Kenworths,	since	the	spotting	
details	are	very	similar.		After	refining	my	technique,	
I determined that the number of these was less 
significant	than	I	had	originally	thought.		These	are	not	
generally	available	in	N	scale	anyway.
 
Remember	that	I	was	counting	trucks	in	the	modern	
era.		At	Short	Track,	we	were	modeling	an	earlier	
time,	where	Mack,	International,	White,	Ford,	and	
Chevy/GMC	models,	as	well	as	Peterbuilts	and	

Kenworths,	would	represent	most	of	the	trucks	on	the	
highways.		Western	Star	and	Volvo	trucks	would	not	
have	appeared	during	our	modeling	era.		Freightliner	
was	owned	and	badged	as	a	model	of	the	White	Motor	
Company	during	that	time.		Other	manufacturers	
that	may	have	been	observed	during	this	time	would	
include	Reo	(Diamond	Reo)	and	Autocar.		Double	
trailers would not have existed.  

I	did	not	keep	track	of	the	various	companies	
represented	by	the	trailers	that	were	being	hauled.		
However,	FedEx,	Walmart,	UPS,	and	SAIA,	seemed	
to	be	numerous.		I	also	noted	many	J.	B.	Hunt	and	
Werner	trucks.		Again,	most	of	these	are	modern	
companies,	which	did	not	exist,	at	least	in	a	quantity	
that	would	be	observed	in	our	locale,	during	our	
time	frame.		While	UPS	was	founded	early	in	the	
twentieth	century,	its	nationwide	operations	only	
began	in	1975.		Freight	companies	such	as	Pacific	
Intermountain	Express	(PIE),	Yellow	Freight,	
Consolidated	Freightways,	and	Roadway	would	be	far	
more	numerous	on	the	highways	during	our	modeling	
period.		Even	Railway	Express	Agency	would	appear,	
right	up	to	the	end	of	our	time	frame.		

So,	I	set	out	to	evaluate	how	we	stacked	up.		What	I	
noted	was,	there	were	only	three	white	semi-trucks	
between	the	two	layouts.		Red,	blue,	and	yellow	
were	far	more	common.		Because	of	the	paucity	of	
models	available	in	N	scale,	some	trucks	were	very	
unrealistic.		To	have	a	museum-quality	layout,	we	
must	consider	scenery	as	well	as	trains.		Over	the	next	

Table 1

Table 2



Summergrass
August 16, 17, & 18, 2019

Summergrass	San	Diego	celebrates	17	Years	strong	
this	year	at	the	historic	Antique	Gas	&	Steam	
Engine	Museum	in	Vista,	CA,	August	16-17-18,	
2019.	Three	terrific	days	of	bluegrass	fun	and	
activities	for	the	whole	family.	Tickets	now	for	
sale	at	summer-	grass2019tickets.eventbrite.com	or	
www.summergrass.net.	Summergrass	2019	is	very	
proud	to	bring	these	stellar	bands	to	our	mainstage.	
This	year	Summergrass	stellar	bands	include	-	The	
Grascals,	David	Parmley	&	The	Cardinal	Tradition,	
High	Fidelity,	The	Old	Blue	Band,	Chris	Cerna	&	the	
Bluegrass	Republic,	Sheri	Lee	&	Blue	Heart,	Tom	
Cun-	ningham	Band,	LeRoy	Mack	&	Gloryland,	
Front	Porch	Music	Preservation	Society,	Vul-	can	
Mountain	Boys,	Prairie	Sky,	and	MohaviSoul.	Great	
entertainment	coming	to	our	2019	festival!	

Summergrass	welcomes	back	The	Grascals!	Great	
musicians	will	always	find	a	way	to	make	good	music,	
but	for	great	musicians	to	make	great	music,	they	
must	form	a	bond-one	that,	more	often	than	not,	goes	
beyond	the	purely	musical	to	the	personal.	For	The	
Grascals,	that	bond	has	been	forged	at	the	intersection	
of	personal	friend-	ships,	shared	professional	resumes	
and	an	appreciation	for	the	innovative	mingling	of	
bluegrass	and	country	music	that	has	been	a	hallmark	
of	the	Nashville	scene	for	more	than	forty	years.	
Their	unique	sound	that	has	earned	three	Grammy	
nominations	and	two	Entertainer	of	the	Year	awards	
from	the	International	Bluegrass	Music	Association,	

as well as national media attention that seems to 
perpetually	elude	acted	entrenched	in	niche	genres.	
As	their	rec-	ords	prove,	The	Grascals’	rare	musical	
empathy	gives	them	an	unerring	ear	for	just	the	right	
touch	to	illuminate	each	offering’s	deepest	spirit-
whether	they’re	digging	into	one	of	their	original	
songs	or	reworking	a	bluegrass	classic	or	a	pop	
standard. Take for instance, fan favorite, “Last Train to 
Clarksville.”	Non-bluegrass	listeners	enjoy	a	new	take	
on	familiar	song,	while	diehard	bluegrass	audiences	
who	may	have	never	heard	the	Monkees	classic,	
respond	in-kind,	not	even	realizing	that	the	song	
has	been	“Grascalized.”	Don’t	miss	this	Nashville	
blockbuster—	The	Grascals!	And	visit	them	online	at	
https//grascals.com.	

David	Parmley	&	The	Cardinal	Tradition	returns	
to	the	Summergrass	stage!	David	has	been	playing	
music	is	whole	life	and	grew	up	playing	in	his	father’s	
band	Don	Parmley	and	the	Bluegrass	Cardinals	–	a	
Southern	California	powerhouse	bluegrass	band	years	
ago.	Located	in	Nashville,	this	band	plays	hard	driving	
bluegrass,	soul-	ful	country,	and	heartfelt	gospel.	
Need	we	say	more!	All	the	guys	have	been	influenced	
by	Flatt	and	Scruggs,	Bill	Monroe,	Del	McCoury,	
J.D.Crowe...anything	traditional	bluegrass.	They	pack	

several	months,	we	will	be	upgrading	the	trucks	on	our	
two	layouts,	so	the	highways	appear	as	realistic	as	the	
trains.		Stop	in	and	watch	our	progress.		



a	big	bluegrass	punch!	Visit	them	at	www.facebook.
com/David-Parmley-and-Cardinal-Tradition.	

High	Fidelity	makes	their	debut	performance	at	
Summergrass!	Many	folks	remember	the	great	
bluegrass	records	from	the	1950s	and	‘60s.	The	power	
and	soul	of	that	music	has	won	the	hearts	of	people	
across	the	globe.	Few	bands	have	come	along	in	
recent	years	that	directly	draw	their	influence	from	
that	classic	era	of	the	music’s	history.	High	Fidelity	is	
a	rising	group	whose	love	and	devotion	to	that	music	
is	unsurpassed.	The	name	alone	says	it	all:	HIGH	
FIDELITY.	How	many	record	albums	have	you	seen	
from	the	‘50s	and	‘60s	that	bear	those	words?	Herein	
lies	the	heart	of	what	this	group	of	young	performers	
is	all	about.	High	Fidelity	draws	much	of	their	
inspira-	tion	from	bands	like	Don	Reno	&	Red	Smiley,	
The	Stanley	Brothers,	The	Louvin	Brothers,	Jim	&	
Jesse,	and	a	host	of	lesser	known	regional	artists	
from	the	same	era.	Many	have	described	them	as	the	
new	Johnson	Mountain	Boys,	interpreting	classic	
era	bluegrass	through	the	fresh,	young	perspective	
of	today’s	generation.	Maybe	it	is	this	quality	that	
makes	High	Fidelity	so	warmly	received	and	widely	
loved	by	every	audience	they	perform	for	–	both	by	
the	grandparents	and	the	grandchildren.	Visit	them	at	
highfidelitybluegrass.com	and	on	Facebook	at	High	
Fidelity-	Bluegrass.	Don’t	miss	their	show!	

Summergrass	welcomes	The	Old	Blue	Band!	Old	
Blue	is	a	bluegrass	band.	They	play	bluegrass	music	
the	old	fashioned	way,	with	much	attention	paid	to	the	
original	music	of	the	founders	of	the	style.	Folks	like	
Bill	Monroe,	The	Stanley	Brothers,	Flatt	and	Scruggs.	
The	band	is	dedicated	to	the	preservation	of	the	music	
from	the	past	and	the	continued	presentation	of	its	
character	in	the	present	day.	They	leave	the	future	
development	of	this	music	to	a	new	generation.	Old	
Blue	are	seasoned	professionals	that	have	played	
this	style	for	decades.	They	are	some	of	the	best	in	
the	business	from	the	western	United	States.	Band	
members are: Dick Brown on banjo and vo- cals, 
Bill	Cox	on	guitar	and	lead	vocal,	Billy	Parker	on	
mandolin	and	vocals,	Bob	Denoncourt	on	Bass,	Marty	
War-	burton	on	guitar	and	vocals	and	Alvin	Blaine	
on	dobro	(and	other	instruments).	These	gentlemen	
present	bluegrass	music	the	way	it	was	in	the	early	
days.	Fans	will	experience	the	music	the	way	it	used	
to	be,	and	still	is...played	by	Old	Blue.	

Back	my	popular	demand,	Summergrass	is	pleased	to	
welcome	back	Chris	Cerna	&	The	Bluegrass	Republic.	
This band is Chris Cerna on mandolin and vocals, 
David	Dickey	II	on	guitar	and	vocals,	Celeste	Cerna	
on	upright	ass	and	vocal	and	Mark	Cassidy	on	banjo.	
They	deliver	top	quality	traditional	bluegrass	with	
deep	chops	on	all	the	instruments.	The	vocals	are	tight	
and	compelling,	and	the	repertoire	is	excellent.	The	
group	brings	years	of	experience	to	the	task	they	love	
—presenting	exciting	bluegrass	music	to	audiences.	
This	band	promises	to	bring	a	great	performance!	
Summergrass	welcomes	Sheri	Lee	&	Blue	Heart	in	
their	debut	performance.	Sheri	Lee	&	Blue	Heart	is	
a	well	seasoned	bluegrass	band	based	in	Southern	
California.	With	a	mix	of	country,	folk	and	primarily	
bluegrass,	they	offer	their	fans	a	fun	selection	of	
different blends of music. The name Blue Heart is 
the	perfect	fit	for	all	of	our	band	members	that	put	
so	much	heart	into	not	only	their	bluegrass	music	
but	also	into	any	style	they	perform.	They	are	known	
throughout	Southern	California	for	our	unique	style	
of	bluegrass	from	Sheri’s	original	songs	that	are	mas-	
terfully	written	from	the	story	telling	lyrics	right	down	
to	the	cry	or	happy	dance	of	a	violin.	Band	members	
include:	Sheri	Lee	on	guitar,	Dave	Richardson	on	
banjo,	Dean	Knight	on	bass,	and	David	Dickey	III	on	
mandolin. 

The	Tom	Cunningham	Band	will	debut	at	
Summergrass	as	they	play	on	our	mainstage	and	
delight	our	fans	as	the	featured	gospel	band	on	Sunday	
morning!	The	group	presents	a	unique	blend	of	gospel,	
hymns	and	tradi-	tional	instrumentals	to	their	listeners.	
Start	your	Sunday	off	with	the	Tom	Cunningham	
Band!	

LeRoy	Mack	&	Gloryland	is	fronted	by	LeRoy	
McNees	formally	of	The	Kentucky	Colonels	and	
The	Andy	Griffith	Show.	LeRoy	has	been	involved	
in	bluegrass	music	for	over	fifty	years.	He	plays	the	
dobro	guitar	(resonator	guitar)	and	in	1961	he	was	on	
the	Andy	Griffith	TV	Show	with	The	Country	Boys,	
aka	The	Kentucky	Colonels.	LeRoy	Mack	McNees	
is	the	recipient	“Los	Angeles	Treasures	Award”	for	
outstanding	contributions	to	the	city	of	Los	Angeles	
in	the	area	of	bluegrass	music.	He	has	recorded	with	
John	Denver,	Vince	Gill,	Andy	Griffith	and	many	
others.	Gloryland	is	LeRoy	Mack	on	dobro,	Craig	
Wilson	on	guitar,	Jerry	Kinkade	on	mandolin,	Rodger	
Phil-	lips	on	banjo,	and	Charlie	Davis	on	bass.	Make	



sure	you	see	this	band’s	debut	performance	Sunday	
on	our	main-	stage!	They’ll	get	you	smiling!	And	visit	
them	on	Facebook	at	LeRoy	Mack	&	Gloryland.	
Front	Porch	Music	Preservation	Society	developed	
out	of	many	twists	and	turns	involving	its	various	
members.	Corky	Shelton	(banjo),	Jeremy	Shelton	
(guitar),	Greg	Burroughs	(guitar),	Scott	Edwards,	
(bass),	and	Jim	Blakemore	(mandolin).	FPMPS	
accomplishments	include	Summergrass	and	many	
private	events.	This	well-	rounded	group	with	solid	
and	energetic	musicians	will	keep	your	toes	tappin’.	
Come	see	this	local	favorite!	

Summergrass	welcomes	back	Prairie	Sky	who	brings	
top	notch	vocals	and	spot	on	instrumental	prowess	to	
all	its	music.	You	can	expect	to	hear	classic	traditional	
bluegrass	numbers,	and	acapella	gospel	piece,	and	
some	interesting	genre-pushing	material	done	in	a	
bluegrass	style.	Ramona	Ault	is	on	guitar,	along	with	
Jeff	Smith	on	guitar	&	dobro,	Avery	Ellisman	on	fiddle	
&	mandolin,	and	Dwight	Worden	on	bass.	Know	
throughout	the	region,	make	sure	you	catch	Prairie	
Sky!	

Vulcan	Mountain	Boys	are	a	four	piece	bluegrass	band	
with	roots	in	San	Diego	jamming	and	stage	perfor-	
mance	venues.	Maintaining	high	fidelity	to	the	“birth	
of	bluegrass”	through	“modern	roots”	eras,	you	will	
get	high	energy	tempos,	driving	rhythms,	and	soaring	
traditional	harmonies.	Vulcan	Mountain	Boys	are	
Lou	Shrinkle	on	mandolin,	Eric	Bentley	on	upright	
bass,	Bill	Frisbie	on	flattop	guitar,	Jim	Henderson	on	
banjo,	and	Danny	“Hootenany”	Clark	on	fiddle.	Hold	
on,	VMB	will	give	you	a	wildly	satisfying	traditional	
bluegrass	listening	experience!	

Summergrass	welcomes	back	MohaviSoul.	Creating	
a	new	sound	of	contemporary	bluegrass	and	America-	
na,	MohaviSoul	was	formed	in	2012.	Mark	Miller	
(guitar),	Randy	Hanson	(mandolin),	Jason	Weiss	
(banjo),	Orion	Boucher	(bass),	and	Dan	Sankey	
(fiddle)	are	MohaviSoul.	Appearing	throughout	the	
area and with two albums un- der their belts, these 
boys	restore	your	soul	with	their	music.	This	promises	
to	be	a	great	show!	

Wow!	What	a	great	entertainment	lineup	on	our	
Summergrass	2019	stage!	And	Summergrass	also	in-	
cludes	a	host	of	other	activities	to	delight	all	ages	at	
our	festival.	We	love	our	Kids	Camp	and	this	will	be	

our	16th	year	for	this	outstanding	camp!	With	a	limit	
of	35	students,	each	of	our	kids	campers	are	insured	
lots of one on one instruction time with a talented 
faculty.	This	3-day	experience	culminates	with	a	grand	
mainstage	performance	on	Sunday	of	the	festival.	This	
has	become	a	Summergrass	highlight	and	delights	the	
crowd	and	children.	A	must	see	for	all	ages!	We	are	
so	proud	of	our	Summergrass	Kids	Camp	students!	
Get	more	kids	camp	information	at	our	website	and	
our	Facebook	site	or	email	kidscamp@summergrass.
net	or	call	Gerry	at	310-261-5795.	News	flash....High	
Fidelity	will	be	the	Kids	Camp	instructors	for	our	
2019	Kids	Camp!	This	is	a	rare	opportunity	for	our	
young	pickers	to	learn	from	these	professionals	from	
Nashville. 

Hey,	Bluegrass	Pickers!	Here’s	a	wonderful	
opportunity	to	learn	some	new	chops	from	the	real	
pros!	This	year	Summergrass	is	holding	it’s	Adult	
Boot	Camp	again	on	Friday,	August	16th	and	are	
very	excited	to	have	The	Grascals	as	the	teaching	
staff!	Whoopee!	Four	hours	of	instruction	on	Friday	
morning	will	broaden	your	bluegrass	skills	and	with	
our	small	class	sizes,	you’ll	have	ample	time	with	your	
instructors	The	Grascals!	Contact	Jeff	Johanning	for	
more	information	at	bluegrassbootcamp.net	or	call	Jeff	
at 760-644-4910. 

Our	very	popular	Summergrass	raffle	is	also	a	winner	
this	year!	We	have	a	beautiful	hand-picked	Martin	
D-28	guitar	with	a	case,	a	Deering	Goodtime	Banjo	
with	gig	bag,	and	a	Honey	Creek	Loar	mandolin	from	
The	Music	Link.	More	raffle	items	(for	both	pickers	&	
grinners!)	will	be	added	as	the	festival	gets	closer,	so	
visit	our	website	at	www.summergrass.net	for	all	the	
latest	updates.	

Great	workshops	are	also	happening	at	Summergrass	



2019	and	these	are	free	with	the	price	of	admis-	sion,	
such	as	our	long-standing	“Get	Acquainted	Jam”	that	
happens	Friday	evening,	and	the	popular	“Slow	Jam”	
which	happens	each	day.	Other	workshops	will	be	
added	soon.	And,	for	the	kids,	Sugar	Bear	the	Clown	
returns	to	do	stylin’	facepainting.	

Like	to	shop??	Summergrass	has	a	wonderful	vendor	
village	where	attendees	can	shop	and	find	many	
unique	items.	Fun!	And,	if	you’d	like	to	be	a	vendor,	
please	visit	our	Summergrass	website	at	summergrass.
net	and	click	on	“Vendor”	on	the	home	page,	which	
takes	you	to	the	all	the	vendor	registration	forms,	etc.	
Summergrass	is	proud	to	partner	with	the	Antique	
Gas	&	Steam	Engine	Museum,	also	a	non-profit	
corporation,	to	present	our	annual	festival.	This	
museum	has	grown	to	become	one	of	the	premier	
educational and recreational facilities in area. It is 
the	Museum’s	goal	to	capture	an	important	element	
of	our	society	and	preserve	it	for	present	and	
future	generations.	There	you	can	also	experience	
the Blacksmith barn, The Weavers Barn, the old 

Schoolhouse,	the	Farm	Kitchen,	vintage	car	collection,	
the	model	Railroad,	the	1930’s	Gas	Station,	Steam	
Engine	Row,	the	vintage	tractors,	the	Clock	Museum,	
taste homecooked food and see the static farm 
equipment	displays	that	all	inspire	a	look	into	our	
history.	The	Antique	Gas	&	Steam	Engine	Museum	
is	the	per-	fect	partner	for	Summergrass!	As	one	
Summergrass	fan	described	this	venue,	“It’s	like	
Disneyland	for	old	people!”	

World-class	entertainment,	instrument	raffles,	Kids	
Camp,	Adult	Boot	Camp,	music	workshops,	on-site	
camping,	great	kids	&	adult	music	camps,	family	
activities,	delicious	food,	and	a	great	vendor	village	-	
these	are	just	some	of	the	things	to	do	at	the	wonderful	
Summergrass	San	Diego	bluegrass	festival	held	at	the	
nostalgic	and	historic	Antique	Gas	&	Steam	Engine	
Museum	in	Vista,	CA—just	minutes	from	Highways	
78	and	76.	And	all	at	very	affordable	prices.	For	
tickets	go	to	summergrass2019tickets.eventbrite.com	
and	also	at	www.summergrass.net.	Come	on	down!	

A SPEAKEASY THEMED EVENT

21+ Only
$50 per person

6-10 pm, Friday August 23rd, 2019
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum

2040 N Santa Fe Ave
Vista CA 92083

 

Live Music,
Drinks,
Food,

and much more!
Come in costume for $5 off admission!

 



I	(Ashley)	sent	out	an	email	to	our	trustees	and	staff	and	asked	them	one	question….	“Why	do	you	volunteer?”		

Everyone	volunteers	for	different	reasons	and	nobody’s	answer	is	wrong.		I	love	that!		We	do	it	for	the	love	of	
history,	our	community,	to	make	friends	and	to	share	our	knowledge	with	others.			

Emily Tipton
Curator of Collections

I	volunteer	to	learn	more	about	subjects	I	am	passionate	about	
and	develop	new	skills.	Volunteering	has	introduced	me	to	
some	of	my	best	friends	and	given	me	a	chance	to	get	to	

know	and	serve	my	community.	

Paul Schmitt
Model Railroad & Vice President
I	love	the	feeling	I	get	when	I’m	at	the	
Museum.		Real	history	in	action	among	
great	people	and	good	friends	who	are	all	
working	together	to	make	something	great.		
I	am	always	anxious	to	contribute	and	be	

part	of	it.

Judy Maddox
Weaver & Board Secretary

I	volunteer	because	it	is	fulfilling,	helps	the	Museum	and	I	get	
to	work	with	friends	to	make	a	difference.	At	the	shows,	it	is	
a	joy	to	meet	visitors,	share	our	expertise,	and	educate.	When	
I	am	teaching,	I	revel	in	the	happiness	of	watching	people	

learning	a	craft	I	love.	

Tibor Laky
Blacksmith & Board Member

I	volunteer	when	it	is	the	right	thing	to	
do,	in	programs	most	important	to	me	
and	where	I	provide	a	positive	impact.	

Bob Millen
Wheelwright & Board Member

It	gives	me	activities	away	from	home.		As	a	retiree,	I	need	
activities	to	try	to	stay	young.			I	have	a	farming	background	
and	love	antique	tractors	and	engines.		I	like	the	friendliness	

of	the	other	volunteers.			I	like	participating	in	Trustee	
decisions	for	the	growth	and	betterment	of	the	Museum.		As	
a	wheelwright	member,	I	am	learning	the	process	of	wagon	
wheel	construction	and	I	enjoy	all	types	of	woodworking.

Travis Durst
Steam Team Member & Treasurer

I volunteer because I love this museum. 
I	also	enjoy	being	involved	in	what	goes	
on	around	the	museum.	It’s	amazing	to	
work with other members and be able 
to see what our hard work can achieve. 
It’s	really	satisfying	to	see	the	museum	
continue	to	grow	and	thrive	and	to	know	

that	I	was	part	of	that.	

Why Do You



Kevin Lauritsen
Blacksmith & Board Member

I	volunteer	at	the	Museum	because	I	
believe	it’s	the	best	way	to	keep	the	past	

alive.

Megan Tessicini
Administrative Assistant

I	volunteer	organizing	fundraisers	for	a	couple	animal	
rescue	non-profit	organizations.	I	volunteer	because	I	
like	to	help	my	community	and	give	back	when	I	can.	
I	love	animals,	and	after	discovering	how	many	people	
foster	animals	that	have	been	abused	or	being	returned	
to	shelters	repeatedly	I	wanted	to	help.	While	I	couldn’t	
foster	animals,	putting	together	events	to	donate	100%	of	
the	money	raised	to	the	organizations	that	do	is	how	I	can	

give	back.

Ashley Jaques
Museum Director

I	currently	sit	on	the	San	Diego	County	Parks	Advisory	Committee	
because	I	love	the	community	I	grew	up	in	(born	and	raised	right	
behind	the	Museum)	and	I	want	to	make	sure	that	the	Guajome	
Regional	Park	area	is	around	for	future	generations.		I	also	

volunteer	with	the	North	San	Diego	Young	Marines	mostly	cooking	
meals.		I	do	it	because	I	love	seeing	those	kids	walking	away	from	
chow	back	to	classes	or	their	community	service	with	a	smile.		I	
also	volunteer	some	of	my	time	back	to	the	Museum	because	I	
love	that	when	someone	is	passionate	about	something	it	excites	
everyone	around	them	and	others	want	to	be	a	part	of	it.	Our	

community	here	at	the	Museum	is	one	of	things	that	has	kept	me	
here	for	so	long	

Jim Kirkes
Gas Engine Row & Board Member

My	first	thought	on	this	was,	what	an	easy	question.		On	thinking	about	it	some	more	it	is	not	easy	at	all,	it	is	
quite	complex.		In	the	case	of	GER	it	seems	odd	that	people	drive	long	distances,	and	sometimes	spend	their	
own	money	on	things	they	need	so	they	can	get	dirty	working	on	someone	else’s	stuff.		Why	would	anybody	in	
their	right	mind	do	this,	but	they	do	and	I	am	one	of	them.	I	have	been	a	member	nearly	20	years	and	intend	to	
continue.  I think this could be called the “Vista Disease”.
Here	are	some	reasons:	I	like	announcing	the	startup	of	the	GER	engines	and	interaction	with	our	customers.			I	
like	the	comradely	of	the	people	I	work	with.		I	like	getting	new	people	off	on	the	right	track	and	make	them	
fell	accepted.		I	like	working	on	big	engines.		It	is	a	feeling	of	great	pleasure	and	success	to	bring	one	of	these	
engines	back	to	life.			I	almost	always	have	a	good	time	at	the	Museum	in	spite	of	all	of	the	normal	ups	and	

downs. 

Dave Bowman
Museum Member & Board Member

It’s	fun	preserving	the	memories	of	
yesteryear.	



The	WCCWM	acquired	the	tower	clock	that	originally	
resided	in	the	San	Diego	Courthouse	through	a	
permanent	loan	from	San	Diego	County.		A	team	of	
museum	members	led	by	Andre	Perrault	moved	the	
clock	from	the	lobby	of	the	later	1981	courthouse	to	
the	museum.		This	story	traces	the	clock’s	evolution	
through	its	subsequent	stages.

Stage	1:		The	Original	Courthouse

The	first	San	Diego	County	Courthouse	was	built	on	
land	donated	by	downtown	founder	Alonzo	Horton	
on	a	block	bounded	by	Front,	Union,	Broadway	and	
C	Streets	(now	occupied	by	the	Western	Region	
Detention	Facility).		The	cornerstone	for	the	building	
was	laid	in	August	1871.		Construction	of	the	twelve-
room structure costs $55,000.  Included within were 
five	cells	of	the	basement	jail	and	a	1,000	foot	deep	
well.

By	1889,	the	courthouse	built	in	1871	was	no	longer	
adequate.		The	construction	of	the	replacement	
courthouse	was	to	be	extremely	complicated.		The	
County	Board	of	Supervisors	realized	that	taxpayers	
would	never	pass	a	bond	issue	to	construct	a	new	
courthouse,	so	they	undertook	a	subterfuge.		They	
contracted with the Comstock and Trotsche San 
Francisco	architects	to	prepare	plans	for	a	“repair”	

of	the	building.		These	“repairs”	added	east	and	west	
wings	along	with	additional	stories	to	the	original	
building,	but	the	original	building	could	not	bear	
the	extra	weight.		Consequently,	the	supervisors	
issued	another	“repair	order”	to	demolish	the	original	
structure	and	replace	it	with	a	new	core	between	the	
two	new	wings.			

A	bell	tower	with	
a	large	clock	was	
placed	atop	the	
new	building.		
In addition, 
statues of four 
presidents,	and	
a 10-foot-tall 
gilded	statue	of	
Justice	holding	
a balance scale 
surmounted the 
tower.  (Total 
cost for all the 
artwork was 
$5,500.)		As	the	
above	diagram	
shows,	typically	
the clock stood 
on	a	platform	
with the bell 
mounted on a 
higher	story.		San	
Diego	jeweler	
M.	German	
purchased	

the	clock	from	Seth	Thomas	Clock	Company	of	
Thomaston	CT	and	was	paid	$100	a	year	by	the	
county	to	regulate	and	maintain	the	timepiece.		The	
Seth	Thomas	order	book	listing	this	sale	still	exists	
in	the	NAWCC	archives.		The	total	cost,	including	
accessories	and	painting,	was	$542.40	(equivalent	to	
$15,000	today).		The	clock	was	guaranteed	against	
original	and	mechanical	defects	for	a	period	of	five	
years.

SAN DIEGO COURTHOUSE CLOCK
AT THE

WEST COAST CLOCK AND WATCH MUSEUM
By Ed Pasahow

San Diego County Courthouse

Seth Thomas Typical Installation



Included in 
the	April	
1890 order, 
along	with	an	
hour-striking	
No. 16 clock, 
were four 5 ½ 
foot diameter 
glass	dials	and	
a	40-pound	
hammer for 
striking	the	
bell.  Seth 
Thomas’s 
specifications	
called for a bell 
weighing	about	
2.800	pounds	
with a 52-
inch diameter, 
which was sold 
separately.		The	

clock	stands	58	inches	high	and,	with	its	shipping	
crate,	weighed	1,500	pounds.		The	original	pendulum	
ball	alone	weighed	between	135	and	175	pounds.		
Returning	to	the	diagram,	we	can	see	the	weights	
for	the	timing	train	running	from	the	clock	through	a	
pulley	system	on	the	right	and	those	for	the	strike	train	
on the left.  

To	keep	the	clock	running	for	eight	days	without	
winding,	Seth	Thomas	recommended	a	drop	of	45	feet	
for	the	time	weight	and	120	feet	for	the	strike	weight.		
(The	clock	order	included	100	feet	of	wire	rope	for	
time and 200 feet for strike.)  Because these distances 
exceeded	the	height	of	the	courthouse,	a	pulley	system	
that	reduced	the	fall	by	a	half	or	a	third	was	necessary.		
Pulley	systems	of	this	type	provide	a	mechanical	
advantage.		For	example,	a	two-pulley	system	reduces	
the	force	by	half,	so	twice	the	weight	of	a	straight	drop	
would	be	necessary.		Specifications	call	for	a	90-pound	
weigh	for	the	time	side	and	a	225-pound	weight	for	
the	strike,	so	these	weights	would	have	to	be	increased	
proportionally	to	the	mechanical	advantage.		Cast	
iron	blocks	slotted	to	fit	onto	iron	rods	were	the	
recommend	configuration	for	the	weights.		Only	one	
coil	of	the	wire	rope	around	the	timing	train	cylinder	
ran	the	clock	for	8	days.		The	striking	train	required	
two coils.

The	leading-off	works	are	sited	above	the	clock.		A	
leading-off	rod	runs	from	the	timing	side	of	the	clock	
to	the	bevel	gear	array	above.		Four	other	rods	go	from	
the	array	to	the	motion	works,	that	drive	the	minute	
and	hour	hand,	on	the	back	of	each	dial.		A	separate	
rod	goes	from	the	clock	to	the	hammer,	which	strikes	
the bell.

The	clock	nameplate	reads,	“Made	by	Seth	Thomas	
Clock	Co.,	Thomaston	Conn.	U.S.A.,	April	10	1890,	
568,	A.S.	Hotchkiss.”		The	serial	number	of	the	
clock	is	568,	but	who	is	A.S.	Hotchkiss?		In	1870,	
Seth	Thomas	decided	to	expand	its	business	into	
the	manufacturing	of	tower	and	street	clocks.		They	
purchased	the	works	of	the	Andrew	S.	Hotchkiss	
Tower	Clock	Company	of	Williamsburg,	NY.		Part	of	
the	deal	included	Hotchkiss	working	for	Seth	Thomas	
for	several	years	and	having	his	name	inscribed	
on	every	tower	clock	built	during	his	tenure.		This	
practice	ended	with	his	death	in	1904.

Despite	the	Board	of	Supervisors’	crafty	moves,	
all	was	not	well	with	the	installation.		Following	
the	San	Francisco	earthquake	in	1906,	the	statues	
were	removed.		In	1919,	responding	to	numerous	
complaints	from	courthouse	residents	and	visitors	in	
neighboring	hotel	and	confusion	with	the	fire	alarm,	
the	bell	was	silenced.		Then	in	1939,	the	weight	of	the	
clock	was	causing	the	roof	to	sag,	so	it	was	removed	
and	placed	in	county	storage.		The	entire	cupola	was	
also	eliminated	at	the	time.		The	climax	of	this	stage	
was	announced	in	the	November	3,	1959	San	Diego	
Union,	“Old	courthouse	crumbles	under	wreckers’	

blows.”

Seth Thomas No. 16

Clock Movement



The	clock	uses	a	deadbeat	escapement	movement,	
which	is	among	the	most	accurate	for	timekeeping.		
All	the	wheels	are	brass	with	steel	pinions.		The	timing	
train	is	a	traditional	design	with	all	parts	beefed	up	
to	handle	the	stress	of	the	clock	size.		Seth	Thomas	

recommended that the clock be wound once a week.  
The	wire	rope	was	to	be	marked	to	indicate	where	to	
stop	winding.

Setting	the	time	
required	that	
the hands on the 
tower dials be 
adjusted to the 
correct time.  
Facilitating	this	
activity,	the	clock	
was	equipped	
with a small dial 
on the movement 
that showed the 
same time as 
the exterior dial, 
provided	that	
the clock had 
been	correctly	
installed.  The 
hour wheel shaft 
has a worm 
wheel with 60 
teeth	fitted	to	

a	screw	carried	by	a	sleeve	on	the	same	shaft.		This	
screw	can	be	turned	by	a	small	key.		One	turn	of	the	
screw moves the hands on the small dial and on the 
tower forward one minute.

Stage	2:		Restoration	and	Display

In	1980,	the	clock	was	taken	out	of	storage	to	be	
refurbished	by	members	of	NAWCC	Chapters	59	
under	an	agreement	made	with	the	San	Diego	Bar	
Association	Auxiliary.				In	June	the	crated	movement	
arrived	at	Dick	Marsh’s	clock	shop	in	El	Cajon.		Not	
only	did	the	movement	require	an	overhaul	but	also	a	
number	of	components	were	missing	or	unusable	and	
had to be refabricated.  

Among	these	were	the	weights;	pendulum	rod,	bob	
and	suspension	assembly;	winding	crank	and	parts	
of	the	strike	train	and	motion	work	gears.		The	
replacement	pendulum	is	shown	above	being	carried	
by	Larry	Octon	during	the	moving	of	the	clock	to	
the	WCCWM.		Joe	Kunkler	machined	the	graceful,	
but	strong,	pendulum	rod	from	a	wood	support	of	a	
shipping	pallet,	and	the	pendulum	suspension	blocks,	
spring	and	the	bob	(salvaged	from	an	incinerator	
counterweight).		Although	the	new	bob	is	heavy,	
it	is	much	lighter	than	the	original.		Gary	Horton	
performed	the	lathe	work	needed	to	shape	and	form	
the	remainder	of	the	pendulum	assembly	and	obtained	
a	new	63-pound	weight	to	power	the	timing	train.		The	
clock	was	repainted	to	match	the	original	Seth	Thomas	
color scheme.  The three dials for the enclosure were 
made	by	Gwen	Ballairs	and	the	hands	by	Neil	Eskew.

An	automatic	electrical	system	designed	by	Sears	
Carpenter	and	Joe	Kunkler	eliminates	the	need	to	
manually	rewind	the	clock.		Because	of	the	small	
distance	the	weight	can	drop	in	its	new	configuration,	
the	clock	must	be	rewound	much	more	frequently	than	
it	when	it	was	in	the	tower,	so	manual	winding	would	
no	longer	be	practical.		A	¼	horsepower	electric	motor	
does	the	work.		The	electrical	system	can	be	easily	
removed should it be desired to restore the movement 
to	its	original	design.

Upon	completion,	the	clock	was	installed	in	the	lobby	
of	the	county	courthouse	protected	by	a	custom-built	
mahogany	and	glass	housing.		A	San	Diego	Union	
article	estimated	the	housing	cost	at	$9,600.		The	
restored	clock	was	rededicated	on	May	14,	1981.		

Courthouse Display

Time Setting Detail



Since	that	time,	Chapter	59	members	have	maintained	
the	clock.		One	of	its	most	frequent	problems	with	
operation	has	been	power	interruptions,	which	
required	a	manual	restart	after	the	power	was	restored.		
In	July	2009,	Rick	Coleman,	Joe	Kunkler,	Verlyn	
Kuhlmann	and	Walt	Yahn	cleaned	and	lubricated	the	
movement,	which	had	been	stopping	frequently.

Other	clock	components	found	a	new	home	also.		The	
tower	clock	at	the	County	Sherriff	Museum	in	Old	
Town	displays	a	pair	of	wooden	hands	that	graced	
the	courthouse	tower.		Another	set	of	hands	can	be	
seen	on	a	nearby	museum	bulletin	board.		The	fact	
that	the	present	dial	is	much	smaller	than	the	original	
courthouse dials is evident from the minute hand 
extending	beyond	the	perimeter	of	the	dial.		NAWCC	

Chapter	59	donated	the	electrically	driven	clock	to	
the	museum	and	provided	Joe	Kunkler	with	funds	to	
maintain the clock.  The clock was dedicated in 2001.

Mission	San	Luis	Rey	de	Francia	began	its	existence	
in	1798	in	what	is	now	Oceanside.		The	mission	
was	named	for	Louis	IX,	king	of	France.		It	was	the	
eighteenth	out	of	the	twenty-one	missions	established	
in California.  In 1939 when the courthouse tower 
was	removed,	the	Board	of	Supervisors	loaned	the	
clock bell to the mission.  I checked with the mission 
museum, and the whereabout of the bell is unknown 
today.

Stage	3:		Move	to	a	Temporary	Home	at	the	WCCWM
On	February	26,	Andre	Perreault,	Rick	Colman,	Larry	
Octon,	Frits	Versteegh,	John	Visosky	and	I	met	at	
the	courthouse	lobby	to	begin	the	clock’s	transition	

to	its	new	home.		Meticulous	planning	for	the	move	
involving	a	12-foot	truck,	two	forklifts,	innumerable	
tools	and	associated	equipment	were	essential,	and	
Andre’s	preparations	made	sure	that	things	ran	
smoothly.

The	only	significant	glitch	was	that	the	forklift	was	
delivered	to	the	wrong	address.		This	problem	was	
remedied	by	Larry	driving	while	Andre	directed	traffic	
along	the	busy	downtown	street	to	get	the	equipment	
to	the	correct	location.		The	first	part	of	the	job	
entailed	disassembly	of	the	enclosure.		

Taking	the	enclosure	apart	had	to	be	done	in	a	manner	
that	simplified	putting	it	back	together	when	it	arrived	
at	the	museum.		The	cupola	and	the	base	were	to	
be	moved	in	their	entirety,	after	removing	the	glass	
doors.		Then	the	clock	itself	was	removed.		All	these	
components	were	both	heavy	and	delicate.		The	
lightest	touch	in	operating	the	forklift	was	called	
for.		This	was	especially	true	for	protecting	the	cast	

Moving Gang

Clock on Mezzanine



iron	base	of	the	clock	that	though	aging	required	the	
least	amount	of	force	being	applied.		Everything	was	
successfully	transferred	without	any	mishaps.

Toward	the	end	of	a	long	day,	the	truck	arrived	at	
the	AGSEM	and	was	met	by	a	second	forklift.		The	
placement	of	the	clock	was	complicated	by	the	
need	to	lift	it	10	feet	above	the	floor	of	the	dining	
area	adjacent	to	the	WCCWM.		All	the	steps	of	
disassembly	had	to	be	reversed,	first	on	the	enclosure	
then	for	placing	the	clock	inside.		Finally,	the	clock	
resided in its new home.  

Stage	4:		The	Future
WCCWM	members	are	looking	forward	to	the	day	
when	this	clock	can	once	again	be	placed	in	a	four-
dial	clock	tower	and	be	striking	the	hours	on	a	bell.		
The	effect	of	hearing	that	sound	echoing	across	
the	AGSEM	grounds	will	be	appealing	and	also	an	
appropriate	environment	for	the	other	exhibits	in	this	

museum.		Of	course,	this	all	depends	on	our	ability	
to accumulate the resources needed to construct a 
permanent	home	for	the	WCCWM.
 
I	wish	to	thank	Andre	Perreault,	President	of	the	
Friends	of	the	West	Coast	Watch	and	Clock	Museum	
for	his	knowledgeable	assistance	in	preparing	this	
article	and	providing	photos	of	the	installation	at	
the	AGSEM.		NAWCC	Chapter	59	member	Verlyn	
Kuhlmann	provided	invaluable	information	regarding	
the restoration of the courthouse clock.



 
2019 TRACTOR SHOW REGISTRATION FORM 

Today’s Date: 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name:  E-Mail Address: 
 

Street Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: Phone:  

 

CAMPING RESERVATION - $60 FOR NON EXHIBITORS (FREE FOR EXHIBITORS) 

Group  / Individual 
(circle) If Group, Name of Group: 

# of rigs in party: _____ Notes:  

Weekend Camping?  

      __ June 15 & 16  

      __ June 22 & 23  

Camping reservations that do not include exhibiting of equipment is $60 per weekend per rig and include: (2) Museum & Show 
Admissions, (2) Admissions to Rancho Guajome Adobe and Dry Camping for Thursday - Monday.  Additional Admissions may be 

purchased at the Museum upon arrival. 

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION 

Group  /  Individual 
(circle) If Group, Name of Group: 

Weekend of Exhibit? Type of Exhibit:   __ Tractor(s)   __ Engine(s)  __ Auto(s)   __ Other:_______________________________  

      __ June 15 & 16 Details (Amount of Space Requested, Notes, etc): 

      __ June 22 & 23  

Each exhibit gets (2) free admissions to show, additional admissions may be purchased in the Museum office 

GENERAL SHOW INFORMATION 

* Friday Night Hot Dog Dinner $2.00 Per/Person, 5pm*  

* Breakfast Available Each Saturday & Sunday Morning from 6am -9am * 

* Saturday June 22nd, 2019 Potluck, 6:00 p.m., Please bring a Side Dish or Salad to Share * 

* Antique Parade, 1:00 p.m. Daily *  

* Safety Meeting 8:00 a.m. Each Saturday * 

* Show Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. *  
 

 

Please return to the Museum office: 
 Email: agsemoffice@gmail.com 
 Fax: (760) 941-0690  
 Mail: Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum 
           2040 N Santa Fe Ave 
                        Vista, CA 92083 



To	date	we	have	had	over	$15,000	in	donations	made	to	the	Annual	Giving	Campaign	since	January	1st	2019!		
Thank	you!!!		With	these	funds	we	have	started	the	beautification	project	in	the	front	of	the	Museum	office	
which	has	included	new	seating,	planter	boxes,	mulch,	a	new	daily	visitor	access	gate,	signage,	painting,	a	new	
mailbox….		We	have	more	in	the	works	as	we	get	closer	to	the	June	Antique	Engine	&	Tractor	Show.				We	are	
still	working	towards	building	a	new	admission	booth	to	better	serve	all	events	on	the	grounds	and	also	working	
at	starting	small	cleanup	projects	into	phase	II	of	the	process.	

To	make	your	tax	deductible	donation	please	use	the	form	on	the	last	page	of	the	Ignitor	and	mail	to	Museum	
Director,	Ashley	Jaques,	at	2040	N	Santa	Fe	Ave.,	Vista,	CA	92083.		Donations	also	may	be	made	via	PayPal	by	
sending	fund	to	agsemoffice@yahoo.com.		Please	note	AGC	on	your	donation.	

Fundraising
Annual Giving Campaign

Committees	have	been	hard	at	work	planning	the	future	of	the	Museum.		Pictured	here	is	the	sign	committee	
looking	at	aerial	maps	of	the	Museum	planning	new	direction	sign	locations.		Thank	you	committee	members:	

Emily	Tipton,	Jake	Williams,	Travis	Durst,	Kevin	Lauritsen,	Larry	Thompson	and	Paul	Schmitt.	

Committee News



Thank	you	to	Museum	member	Donna	Holemo	for	helping	organize	two	workparties	at	the	Museum.		
Fallbrook	High	School	Students	came	out	Sunday,	March	31st	&	Sunday,	April	7th	and	helped	clean	

up	the	garden	area	to	get	ready	for	planting	pumpkins,	corn	and	sorghum.	Great	job!

Thank	you	to	Susie	&	Denny	Carlson	and	Liveons	Dave	Bates	
and	Ron	Collins	for	helping	complete	beautification	projects	in	

the	entry	triangle.

Thank	you	to	our	Museum	Liveons	(l-r)	Ben	
Warmbold,	Ron	Collins	and	Dave	Bates	for	

everything	you	guys	do!



Finally	got	
through	the	
rain. Held 
up	several	
projects,	
mainly	Gas	
Engine	
Row.	
Have been 
planning	

to	move	the	grist	mill	for	a	few	years.	Had	several	
suggestions.	Ashley	wanted	it	next	to	the	farmhouse.	
We	set	a	date	and	I	did	some	preliminary	prep.	Got	a	
spreader	bar	and	chains,	took	some	of	the	things	out	
to	lighten	the	load.	Had	some	concern	about	it	staying	
together.	Has	a	lot	of	termite	damage.	Dan	got	the	J.D.	
530	Crawler	and	we	hooked	it	up.	Was	a	it	marginal	
on	tractor.	Could	pull	it	but	couldn’t	turn	so	he	would	
back	up,	turn	the	tractor	and	the	mill	would	follow	
him	around.	Got	to	where	we	wanted	fine.	Plans	were	
made	to	add	two	more	buildings	the	same	size	for	
displays	of	the	rest	of	our	grain	cleaners	and	grinders.	

Had	a	couple	meetings	to	plan	what	all	to	do.	Got	
bids	on	lumber	and	the	board	approved	everything.	
Ordered	the	lumber.	Gary	Clare	and	I	went	with	trucks	
and	trailers,	then	got	my	big	truck	to	get	the	rest.	Got	
a	crew	together	on	Saturday.	We	had	set	up	saw	horses	
and channel iron to work on. Got the runners and 
floor	joists	
squared	up	
and started 
drilling	
holes. Had a 
lot	of	good	
help.	John	
Ginzler,	
Dennis, 
Les,	Greg	
Granby,	
Dale White, 
and	Kent	Graham.	We	got	the	first	one	done	Saturday.	
Used	the	big	Clark	forklift	to	pick	it	up,	took	the	
saw horses and beams out and set it down on cement 
blocks.	Lined	it	up	with	the	old	one.	Then	set	the	
horses	and	beams	up	for	the	second	one.	Started	to	put	
the	floor	down	on	the	first	one.	Sunday	did	the	second	
one	and	got	it	set	down.	Les,	being	a	builder,	make	the	
job	go	a	lot	easier.	Helps	to	know	what	your	doing.	
New	member	Greg	Granby	came	by	to	see	if	he	could	
help.	Was	a	lot	of	help.	Dale	White	stopped	to	say	
“Hi”	and	got	put	to	work.	Dennis	did	the	worst	part.	
He	worked	underneath	the	floor	drilling	and	driving	
bolts	up.	We	hope	to	have	the	buildings	done	by	show	
time.	Hope	to	have	a	good	spring	and	see	you	all	at	the	
show. 

Outstanding in our Field
By Virgil White

Calling all Crocheters, knitters, weavers, and Quilters
By Judy Maddox

Besides	the	chemo	caps,	preemie	hats,	blankets	of	
all	sizes,	heart	pillows,	red	scarves	for	heart	patients,	
there	is	another	opportunity	to	give	to	the	Tri	City	
hospital.	

Children	and	babies	that	are	in	the	hospital	get	lonely	
for	their	toys	from	home.	We	as	crafters	can	help	by	
making	washable	crocheted,	knitted	or	quilted	toys.	
Stuffed	animals	are	always	a	good	bet.

The	Museum	as	a	whole	has	been	contributing	an	
amazing	amount	of	hats,	blankets,	and	scarves	already	
and	the	Tri	City	Auxiliary	are	very	excited	each	time	
our	representative	Eileen	Dragula	delivers	the	items.	
We	often	get	a	thank	you	note.	

If	you	can	contribute,	please	either	drop	your	items	at	
the	AGSEM	office		or	get	them	to	the	Weavers	Barn	
with	a	note	on	them.	You	may	contact	me	as	well	
Thanks!



 



Education News
By Marie Smith

Our	members	and	volunteers	host	a	wealth	of	
knowledge	and	they	have	been	busy	sharing	it	with	
each	other	and	the	public.	

The	Vista	Forge	provided	several	project	based	
elective	courses	in	addition	to	their	very	popular	
Blacksmithing	101,	Youth-Paired	and	upper	level	
classes.	The	second	Saturday	of	the	month	has	seen	
a	lot	of	activity	as	Judy	Maddox	hosts	a	community	
outreach	art	class.	Next	up	on	May	11th	is	a	Mother’s	
Day	project.	JoAnn	Laky	will	also	resume	the	
Quilting	Bee	Club.	The	Palomar	Handweaver’s	Guild	
(palomarweavers.org)	and	Handspinners	are	bringing	
in	some	exceptional	talent.	Katherine	Lambert	has	
been	teaching	a	monthly	Beginning	Spinning	class.	

July	27th	Nadine	Spier	(www.nadinespier.com)	will	
bring	her	famed	Pine	Needle	Basket	Weaving	skills.	

August	26-28	Michael	Rhode	(www.michaelrhode.
com)	will	present	his	Tapestry	Wedge	Weaving	

using	hand	dyed	materials.	Then	Sept.	14-15th	
brings	Porfirio	Gutierrez	(www.porfiriogutierrez.
com)	showcasing	the	Zapotec	method	of	Dyeing	and	
Weaving.	

May	18th	the	West	Coast	Clock	and	Watch	Museum	
(https://wccwm.org)	will	host	a	Time	Docents	
Workshop	and	Open	House	and	stay	tuned	for	a	
Pocketwatch	Repair	Class	that	is	in	the	works.
Did	you	know	that	the	Short	Track	Railroad	Museum	
(www.shorttrackrr.org/index.html)	holds	a	clinic,	open	
to	the	public,	on	the	4th	Thursday	of	the	month?	Come	
by	at	6:30	and	learn	something	new.

Our	School	of	Times	Past	is	also	being	revamped	and	
will	include	the	newly	located	Grist	Mill.	Be	sure	
to	scroll	through	the	museum	website	(www.agsem.
com)	frequently	to	see	what’s	new.	If	you	would	like	
to	teach	a	class	or	have	a	suggestion	for	one	that	you	
would	like	to	attend,	email	agsemeducation@gmail.
com.

The	North	San	Diego	Young	Marines	are	a	National	
youth	education	and	services	program	for	boys	and	
girls	ages	8	through	the	completion	of	high	school.	
The	focus	is	on	community	service,	honoring	our	
Veterans	and	living	a	healthy,	drug-	free	lifestyle.	We	
are	celebrating	our	fifth	year	at	the	Antique	Gas	&	
Steam	Engine	Museum!	

We	began	with	9	kids	and	now	have	54	in	the	unit.	
During	that	time,	we	have	spent	over	3,000	hours	on	
drug	resistance	training	and	have	received	several	
top	awards	from	the	DEA	for	our	efforts.	The	Young	
Marines	and	staff	have	a	collective	49,723	hours	
of	community	service	to	date.	We	have	produced	6	
Leadership	School	Honor	Graduates	to	include	one	
at	the	National	level,	a	Young	Marine	who	will	be	
instructing	at	the	National	Leadership	School	this	
summer,	a	student	at	the	Air	Force	Academy	and	
a	National	Adult	Volunteer	of	the	Year.	We	have	
escorted WWII survivors to Iwo Jima and Guam and 
travelled	to	the	Pearl	Harbor	Remembrance	each	year.	

Last	year	it	included	a	Youth	Peace	Summit	with	
some	of	our	Young	Marines	sharing	their	essays	with	
students	and	leaders	from	Japan	and	Australia.		

Three	of	those	five	years	we	have	been	the	Southern	
California	Regiment	Unit	of	the	Year.	This	year	we	
were	selected	as	the	Division	6	Unit	of	the	Year.	Our	
Division	hosts	54	units	in	8	states	and	this	honor	puts	
us	in	the	top	6	in	the	country.	Next	month	we	will	
attend	our	annual	Leadership	Conference	and	hope	to	
come home with the National title. 

The	Antique	Gas	and	Steam	Engine	Museum	has	
provided	us	the	best	place	to	learn,	train,	engage	the	
community	and	‘Strengthen	the	Lives	of	America’s	
Youth’.	We	are	the	envy	of	Young	Marine	units	locally	
and	across	the	country	and	are	truly	fortunate	to	have	
the	partnership	of	the	museum	and	its	members.	
Thank	you	for	your	continued	support	and	measurable	
contribution to our success.
Follow	us	on	Facebook	and	Semper	Fidelis!

Young Marine News



OK	it	has	started!		Still	time	to	volunteer!!	Flower	
Fields	is	happening,	started	March	1st	and	is	going	to	
be	open	and	(hopefully)	staffed	by	museum	volunteers	
EVERY	DAY	until	May	12.	Last	year	13,000	people	
paid	admission	to	the	Flower	Fields	on	2018	Mother’s	
Day,	the	last	day.	Imagine	our	lines.	We	normally	
have	between	4	and	5	wagon	loads	of	folks	on	line,	
last	Mother’s	Day	we	had	a	line	some	200	feet	long	
outside	our	waiting	area,	leading	to	the	side	parking	
ticket	window,	and	the	line	stayed	that	way	from	about	
10:00	AM	until	nearly	6:00	PM.	

Remember	if	everybody	we	asked	gave	us	a	day	or	
two	we	would	have	plenty	of	folks,	but	not	everybody	
can	lend	a	helping	hand.	So	volunteer,	when	you	get	
a	call,	or	on	the	AGSEM	website,	or	in	the	office	by	
telephone	or	in	person.	That’s	it,	3	ways	to	volunteer,	
and	we	will	get	you	on	the	schedule	(Ok	you	can	
also	sign	up	at	the	Annual	Meeting,	or	by	calling	or	
emailing	Frank	Roche	(frochefroche@gmail.com))	
but	that’s	it.	No	confusion.	Remember	if	you’re	not	on	
the	schedule	but	show	up	you	will	be	assigned	where	
we	need	you	regardless	of	your	ability	to	drive,	we	
will	not	let	people	show	up	and	take	a	tractor	from	
somebody	who	is	on	the	driving	schedule.	Also	if	you	
don’t	show	up	its	bad	for	everybody,	when	you	are	on	
the	schedule	people	might	not	volunteer	for	that	day	
(or at all) if it looks full.

Driving	Directions	(taken	from	www.theflowerfields	
.com)

From	San	Diego:
Head	North	on	Interstate	5	to	Palomar	Airport	Road	
exit.	Head	East	(right	turn)	on	Palomar	Airport	Road.	
Go	one	block	to	Paseo	Del	Norte	and	turn	left.	Make	
an	immediate	right	into	our	parking	lot.

From	the	Inland	Empire	and	East	San	Diego	County:
Take	Interstate	15	to	Highway	78	West.	Continue	on	
78 to Interstate 5 South. Take Interstate 5 South to 
Palomar	Airport	Road	exit.	Head	East	(left	turn)	on	
Palomar	Airport	Road	to	Paseo	Del	Norte	and	turn	
left.	Make	an	immediate	right	into	our	parking	lot.

From	Los	Angeles	and	Orange	County
Head	South	on	Interstate	5	to	Palomar	Airport	Road	

exit.	Head	east	(left	turn)	on	Palomar	Airport	Road	
to	Paseo	Del	Norte	and	turn	left.	Make	an	immediate	
right	into	our	parking	lot.

Boy	we	were	working	on	the	tractors	and	wagons	right	
up	until	the	day	we	started	moving	them.	There’s	a	
lot different but to casual observers it doesn’t seem 
like	much,	but	it	all	adds	up	in	time	and	money	spent	
and	on	reliability,	lack	of	down	time	and	safety.	If	
you	have	been	attending	the	Flower	Fields	for	5	years	
or	more	you	can	remember	dead	batteries,	flat	tires,	
tractors	failing,	tractors	needing	to	be	pull	started	and	
left	on	all	day,	being	down	a	tractor	or	two	but	these	
things	have	happened	less	and	less	for	the	past	three	
years	and	hopefully	the	same	this	year.

So	what’s	changed?

1)	Tractors	were	upgraded	2	years	ago	to	modern	
accessible fuses 
2)	Labels	have	improved	(you	know	Start,	Horn	etc.)
3)	Tractors	now	have	antifreeze	instead	of	plain	water	
(prevents	old	worn	parts	from	rusting	through)	
4) Some tractors have had major service (John Deere’s 
-	rings,	valves,	head	gasket,	Massey	Harris	-	Ring	
gear,	Farmalls	–	Shifting	improved,	Case	–	clutch	
repaired)
5)	Most	all	tractors	have	has	minor	service,	fixing	oil	
leaks, exhaust leaks etc
6)	The	Farmall	300	now	has	returned	to	proper	throttle	
operation	by	replacing	the	governor	spring
7)	All	Farmalls	and	the	Massey	Harris	now	have	
electronic	ignition,	no	more	bad	points	and	condenser
8)	Wagons	ALL	now	have	brand	new	rear	axles	with	
electric	brakes,	controlled	by	electric	brake	controllers
9) Tractors have electric brake controllers
10)	All	wagon	speakers	are	soldered	rather	that	
“clipped”	to	the	speaker,	and	new	wiring	run	in	
conduit
11)	All	wagons	now	have	a	2	X	8	board	on	the	left	
side	to	help	prevent	damage	at	the	ramps
12)	All	wagons	now	have	jump	seats	available	to	
increase	seating	capacity	by	up	to	3	additional
13)	All	wagons	now	have	the	front	seat	removed	
further	increasing	the	capacity	by	2	additional
14)	A	“new”	John	Deere	(used	to	be	known	as	Allies	
A)	has	been	fixed,	a	little	body	work	done	and	
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repainted	and	added	back	to	the	Flower	Fields	tractors,	
increasing	John	Deere	total	to	4
15)	All	tractors	(except	magneto	fired	ones)	got	new	
caps	and	rotors	just	before	Flower	Fields
16)	The	Orchard	Case	has	been	repainted
17)	2	old	wagons	were	replaced	by	new	longer	wagons
18)	This	year	the	warning	was	put	on	the	Audio	
provided	by	the	Flower	Fields
19)	Gates	were	added	to	the	ramps,	increasing	safety	
20)	Crash	ramps	were	added	to	the	ramps	to	eliminate	
the	bending	of	shade	structure	poles	and	breaking	the	
ramps	safety	reails.

So	you	can	see	the	schedule	on	the	museum	web	site,	
it’s	a	bunch	of	clicks	and	it	is	updated	every	night.	
What	you	may	not	know	is	that	there	are	about	3500	
“volunteer	days’	needed	to	have	a	full	schedule.	Last	
year	125	wonderful	people	volunteered	for	those	3500	
volunteer	days,	some	were	there	for	½	day,	others	for	
1	or	2	days,	others	were	there	every	week.	Please	be	
one	of	those	members	that	volunteer,	as	this	year	we	
are	behind	last	year’s	volunteering!	(Email	me	and	I	
will	send	you	a	direct	link	to	the	schedule,	remember	
there	is	no	adding	you	name	yourself,	as	that	could	
accidently	allow	deleting	of	the	entire	thing.)

So	our	first	day	Friday	March	1st	was	a	great	day!	
Ashley	Jaques	(the	museum	director)	stopped	by	and	
brought	bagels	and	cream	cheese	plus	we	had	donuts	
as	usual,	thanks	Ashley	you	can	bring	bagels	anytime!
We	had	about	70	riders	who	came	in	by	bus	and	had	
other	riders	who	paid	with	the	entrance	fee	plus	about	
300.00	paid	in	cash	to	us,	so	maybe	1000.00	total,	a	
GREAT	starting	day.

The	new	wagons	ran	fine	with	a	full	load	approaching	
30	adults	and	the	brakes	worked	fine	(only	1	day	so	
far	but	still…)	letting	each	tractor	come	down	the	
hill,	even	the	fully	loaded	new	wagon,	perfectly.	Just	
turning	on	the	brake	switch	and	putting	the	tractor	in	
1st	gear	worked	fine.	Apparently	the	brake	controller	
set	to	full	braking	worked	fine	in	dry	weather.	Wayne	
reports	that	they	were	easier	to	use	than	he	thought,	
simply	switching	them	on	and	off	as	needed,	and	
every	driver	agreed	as	well.

Our	“new”	JD	model	A	(Allees	old	tractor)	has	
returned	to	the	Flower	Fields	after	being	retired	3	or	4	
years	ago	due	to	water	coming	out	the	exhaust	when	
started.	In	Ignitors	past	I	reported	on	the	rebuilding	of	

the	engine,	but	be	sure	to	see	it	at	the	Flower	Fields,	
it	the	John	Deere	that	has	the	best	paint	job	and	runs	
great.

We had a new volunteer and a new driver our second 
day,	Shane	Cardiff	and	Greg	Granby,	Shane	grew	up	
on	a	100	acre	dairy	farm	in	Ireland	and	Grant	grew	up	
in	Illinois	and	used	to	bale	hay	every	year.	Shane	was	
our	volunteer	but	is	considering	taking	the	driver’s	
test	he	grew	up	driving	tractors	on	the	dairy	farm,	and	
Greg,	who	is	a	Marine	by	the	way,	passed	the	test	with	
flying	colors.	

So	it	now	(at	the	time	I	am	writing	this)	it	nearly	the	
end	of	March,	generally	the	weekends	at	the	Flower	
Fields	get	bigger	financially	as	the	season	progresses	
and	as	a	general	rule	it	increases	as	the	season	
continues	with	Easter	and	Mother’s	Day	being	the	two	
top	earners.	Well	this	weekend	March	23rd	and	March	
24th	were	pretty	good.	Saturday	March	23rd	9000	
people	paid	for	admission	the	Flower	Fields	and	we	
collected	about	1600.00	dollars	in	cash	for	rides.	Our	
current President, Jake Williams, was there and drove 
all	day,	you	can	ask	him	about	the	lines	waiting	to	go	
on	the	wagon	ride.	Sunday	March	24th	12000	people	
paid	for	admission	(last	year’s	Mother’s	Day	was	the	
biggest	day	at	13700)	and	the	line	was	long	and	lasted	
until	5:30.	We	had	8	wagons	running	(we	had	an	extra	
wagon	this	year	in	case	of	breakdowns)	and	had	“jump	
seats”	available	in	7	wagons	and	of	course	2	of	our	
wagons	are	now	the	two	Jack	Burns	built	(roughly	
equal	to	three	of	our	older	wagons)	and	the	jump	seats	
made	another	wagon	as	well.	So	in	effect	we	had	the	
equal	of	just	about	10	wagons	rolling!	By	the	Flowers	
Fields	estimate	we	average	about	1.00	for	each	person	
that	paid	for	admission	to	the	Flower	Fields.	Now	you	
say	I	thought	we	get	half	of	the	rides	cost	not	1.00?	
That’s	true	we	gat	half	of	the	amount	paid	for	the	ride	
(5.00	per	adult	and	3.00	for	kids	older	than	3
),	but	this	is	just	an	estimate	and	it	seems	to	average	
about	1.00	per	paid	admission	weather	they	bought	a	
ride	or	not.	So	this	weekend	March	23rd	and	24th	we	
will	be	getting	paid	around	21,00.00	dollars!!	By	the	
way	about	20	people	worked	this	weekend	so	it	the	
easiest	500.00	per	day	you	can	contribute.

So	we	got	numbers	from	the	Flower	Fields!	As	of	
end	of	day	March	24th	the	museum	raised	50,000.00!	
That’s	the	amount	we	would	be	getting	from	the	
Flower	Fields,	so	it	they	are	really	increasing	



admissions.

Think	about	that	and	then	volunteer!	It	the	easiest	way	
to	help	the	museum	and	almost	everybody	who	comes	
has	a	great	time.

We	had	a	new	wagon	break	down	with	a	seized	
bearing.	The	front	right	hand	wheel	spit	out	a	rusty	
chewed	up	bearing	cage,	fortunately	we	parked	it	in	
time. Jeff was able to determine that the axel wasn’t 
scored and we had extra wheels from the back axel 
which	was	removed	for	the	new	axel	with	breaks.	A	
used	wheel	was	packed	with	grease	and	put	on	and	
back	in	service!	New	bearings	were	ordered	for	both	
front	axels	and	at	some	point	they	will	all	be	replaced.	
As	a	precaution	we	pulled	the	other	new	wagon’s	
front	wheels	off	and	made	sure	they	weren’t	in	really	
bad	condition,	and	repacked	them	with	grease	and	
reinstalled. 

So	on	weekends	we	have	been	running	the	equivalent	
of	10	wagons!	This	has	been	done	by	using:
2	new	longer	wagons,	approximately	equal	to	3	of	our	
older	wagons.
5	of	our	old	wagons,	with	jump	seats,	approximately	
equal	to	6	of	our	older	wagons
1	wagon	known	as	the	Marine	wagon	as	it	had	electric	
brakes	already	installed.
So 3 + 6 + 1 = 10

Fred,	general	manager	at	the	Flower	Fields,	decided	
he	was	impressed	with	how	we	handled	the	lines.	
Hopefully	we	can	make	a	few	longer	wagons	for	next	
year.

So	we	had	to	figure	out	a	way	to	have	the	Marine	
wagon	play	the	audio	file.	Presently	we	have	a	car	
stereo	hooked	up	but	it	is	different	than	the	Sony	
DSX-S100’s	we	have	in	all	our	wagons.	Now	we	
could	buy	another	or	two	of	the	same	Sony’s	but	it	
was	discontinued	about	5	years	ago.	Fortunately	we	
found	one	on	ebay	and	it	was	new	in	the	Sony	box.	So	
we	bought	it,	now	by	next	weekend	we	will	have	to	
find	an	ammo	box	and	mount	it.

This	year	we	have	had	two	ladies	join	forces	with	
our	drivers	and	they	pulled	people	around	the	Flower	
Fields.	Lois	Gottfriedson	and	Jade	Goodrich	both	got	
complimentary	comments	from	our	passengers,	way	
to	go!	We	also	had	a	few	new	volunteers,	Christopher	

Barback,	Dave	Catchpole	and	Priya	Wong	all	were	
outstanding.	Now	I	haven’t	been	at	the	Flower	Fields	
every	day	so	I	haven’t	met	everybody	so	don’t	get	
mad	at	me,	send	me	an	email	to	remind	me!	Anyway	
I	think	the	Blacksmiths	probably	have	the	most	new	
volunteers	this	year,	David	and	Louis	Gottfriedson	
(both	new	drivers)	Christopher	Barback	and	David	
Catchpole	(new	volunteers)	are	all	Blacksmiths,	the	
Weavers	Priya	Wong	and	the	Steam	Team’s	Dale	
Philbrook also were new volunteers and all of them 
worked weekends. 

Remember	George	and	his	old	ugly	used	to	be	orange	
Case	tractor?	Well	of	course	it	got	a	new	paint	job	
and	4	tires,	and	he	loved	it.	Looks	good	George,	even	
makes	you	look	younger!

The	Massey	Harris	33	was	running	great	but	now	
and	then	lost	all	electricity?	Turned	out	to	be	a	
sometimes	loose	connection	at	the	Ampere	gauge	so	
Jeff	tightened	that	one	and	then	noticed	that	it	had	an	
electronic	ignition	requiring	12	volts	but	was	pulling	
6	volts	from	the	coil.	The	solution	was	to	replace	the	
coil	with	a	12	volt	coil,	eliminating	the	resister	and	
allowing	the	electronic	ignition	to	get	12	volts.	

The	tricycle	Case	was	pulling	a	load	of	folks	around	
the	Flower	Fields	when	a	connection	to	the	throttle	let	
go.	The	engine	was	racing	and	we	were	between	rows	
4	and	5	when	I	had	to	pull	over	and	ask	everybody	to	
get	off.	Managing	to	get	the	tractor	and	wagon	off	the	
course	and	parked	near	the	gas	pump,	Flower	Field	
security	took	me	down	to	the	main	ramp	where	I	took	
another	tractor	back	and	picked	up	the	passengers.	
Also	the	following	week	I	was	pulled	over	near	the	
bottom	right	before	row	6	by	Flower	Field	security	
who	chased	off	a	couple	of	people	who	jumped	on	the	
rear	steps	of	the	wagon	to	get	a	“free	ride”.	Dangerous	
and	if	they	fell	and	gotten	hurt	they	could	have	sued..	
So the Board of Directors, most of them so far, have 
already	served	time	in	the	Flower	Fields	ranks;

Jake	Williams	has	driven	on	weekends	and	is	signed	
up	for	Mother’s	Day,	Travis	Durst	did	a	few	laps,	Jim	
Kirkes	drove	one	day,	all	day.	Jeff	Hunter	is	a	regular	
driver, Kent Graham said to call him when we are in 
a	bind,	one	call	and	he	was	there	and	drove	all	day	
Saturday	and	Sunday	and	is	waiting	for	another	call,	
Bob	Millen	not	only	is	a	regular	driver,	but	when	he	
also has to leave because of life, he comes back the 



same	day	to	continue!		Judy	Maddox	has	volunteered	
and	had	to	walk	the	line	outside	of	our	tent	stamping	
hands	and	answering	questions…	the	list	could	go	on.

Here	are	a	few	photos	from	the	last	day	in	March;



 

Please make checks payable to AGSEM  
You may also donate online at: www.agsem.com 
 

Contribution Amount: 
 $1,000      $500      $300      $250      $100      $50      $25      Other ________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________City: _______________________ State: _____ Zip Code: ________ 
 

Phone Number: _______________________________ Email Address _______________________________________ 
 

  MasterCard      Visa      Discover      American Express 
 

Credit Card No. _____________________________________________ Exp Date: _________________ 
 

Please earmark my gift for: 
   2019 Annual Giving Campaign      Endowment Fund    Other: ______________________________ 

 

We do not trade, rent, sell or share the names, addresses or e-mails of our donors.  
Your contribution is tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  

 

2019	will	mark	our	43rd	year	and	we	found	that	the	theme	for	the	43rd	anniversary	is	TRAVEL,	which	is	a	great	
theme	for	us!		In	2019	we	would	like	to	“Enhance	the	Museum	Experience”	by	raising	funds	to	create	a	more	
inviting	facility	and	attract	more	visitors	to	“travel”	to	our	Museum.	

With	the	funds	raised	some	of	the	projects	we	will	be	doing	include:		

·									Build	a	new	admission	booth	to	serve	our	expanding	events.	

·									Create	additional	seating	and	shade	areas	around	the	Museum	to	cater	to	our	visitors	and	our	members.

·									Beautify	areas	around	existing	buildings.

·									Paint	and	reseal	buildings	around	the	property.

·									Install	new	signage	around	the	grounds	for	events	and	exhibits.	

What	will	the	impact	of	this	campaign	mean	for	our	Museum?		It	will	allow	us	to	revamp	our	exhibit	areas	to	
showcase our collection and make better use of areas often overlooked.  It will allow visitors and members to 
find	a	spot	to	relax	and	enjoy	the	excitement	of	events	while	still	being	part	of	the	action.		Lastly	it	will	give	an	
insight	to	that	“museum	goer”	of	what	they	are	looking	at	or	how	to	get	to	the	exhibit	way	back	…	where?

Some	exciting	news	is	that	we	have	already	been	donated	funds	of	$10,000	towards	this	campaign	and	have	
started	with	phase	one	of	revamping	the	area	directly	in	front	of	the	Museum	office.		Because	this	is	not	a	
capital	project	or	restoration	project	the	impact	of	your	contributions	made	towards	this	year’s	campaign	will	
be	turned	around	and	invested	into	our	Museum	as	they	become	available.		When	you	see	a	new	tree	planted,	a	
freshly	painted	building	or	a	new	directional	sign	it	is	because	of	YOU!		THANK	YOU!

Please	join	us	in	making	a	gift	to	the	Museum	and	helping	us	travel	into	2019.

2019 Annual Giving Campaign
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